
KANSAS
2023 YEAR IN REVIEW



Big Wins in Land Protection
From our humble beginnings purchasing 80 acres in Harvey County in 1965, The Nature Conservancy’s 
land protection in Kansas has grown to 161,851 acres protected, including these latest projects:
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10,086 acres 
mixed-grass prairie 

along the Arkansas River 
Mixed-grass prairie provides habitat for 
bobwhite quail and other wildlife. Native prairie 
grasses stabilize the 
sandy dunes and wetlands 
provide habitat for 
migrating cranes. 

3,658 acres
shortgrass prairie along 

Twin Butte Creek 
TNC and Ducks Unlimited partnered to purchase 
a conservation easement on a private ranch 
just two miles from TNC’s Smoky Valley Ranch. 
Shortgrass prairie and nearly seven miles of Twin 
Butte Creek provide habitat for both grassland 
and freshwater wildlife.

1,475 acres 
lesser prairie-chicken 

habitat in Gove County 
Two properties in Gove County were brought 

under single ownership with a conservation 
easement that permanently protects 1,475 acres 

of mixed-grass and shortgrass prairie known to 
have a large prairie-chicken lek.

637 acres
tallgrass prairie 

along Coyne Creek  
Two miles of Coyne Creek in the heart of the 
Flint Hills provides high quality habitat for many 
different fish including minnow and sunfish. 
The property connects to more than 5,200 
acres previously protected with a conservation 
easement.

Letter from the Director
 
Reflecting upon the past year, I am overwhelmed by a sense of 
gratitude. I am grateful to be named the Kansas State Director this 
year. I am equally thankful to have witnessed firsthand how our staff, 
trustees, donors and partners have all embraced change with an 
attitude of purpose and resilience.  
 
Similarly, my family and I have embraced our own changes as 
I transitioned to The Nature Conservancy. I have the unique 
opportunity to combine my passion with my career in this great 
field we call conservation. That pairing, along with The Nature 
Conservancy’s work to combat biodiversity loss and pragmatically 
address the climate crisis—plus our staff’s excellent reputation—all 
drew me to commit myself fully to our work in Kansas.  
 
Not only have we all embraced change, but we haven’t skipped a 
beat. We continue to drive our work forward in meaningful ways. 
This year-in-review report is evidence of all the conservation success 
initiated and achieved in Kansas this past year. However, we certainly 
won’t be content to marvel at our accomplishments. I encourage us 
all to look to the future and dream even bigger.  
 
In 2024, our Kansas staff will lead The Nature Conservancy’s 
renewable energy work in the central United States. Our energy 
partners are working to expedite their deployment of renewable 
energy responsibly and change how we view energy. The Nature 
Conservancy is positioned to enable that change. I’m excited 
about the progress of our Southern High Plains Initiative, 
which is working to preserve large swaths of intact 
prairie in southwest Kansas and beyond, changing 
how we look at land protection. Yes, change can be 
scary, but it can also be good and lead to significant 
results.  
 
I should end with nothing more than a heartfelt 
declaration of thanks. Thank you to all who have 
donated, contributed to our cause and supported 
our work in countless ways as we navigate these 
changes. 

 
Ben Postlethwait 
Kansas State Director, The Nature Conservancy
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Helping Farmers Adopt New 
Technology and Use Less Water
Over the past three years, Megan and Luke Schroeder participated in a 
research project led by The Nature Conservancy to increase irrigation 
efficiency and reduce groundwater withdrawals from the Great Bend Prairie 
aquifer while maintaining or improving farm profitability. Researchers 
worked with farmers to develop a water use approach that utilized improved 
monitoring and application technology, engineering and technical support, 
aerial photography and peer networking to test real-world solutions for 
water efficiency—specifically in the south-central Kansas landscape with 
sandy soil, a shallow water table, low rainfall and periodic drought.

This work is supported by the Conservation Innovation Grants On-Farm Trials program at USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service. Heidi 
Mehl is the principal investigator. Key partners include WaterPACK, Kansas State University Research and Extension, Lee Wheeler Engineering, and 
Groundwater Management District 5.

Megan and Luke Schroeder both 
grew up on farms. In 2020, they 
took over Megan’s family farming 
operation in Haviland, Kansas. 
That same year, the Schroeders 
signed on to a TNC project that 
split the cost of new irrigation 
equipment, soil moisture sensors 
and access to a water scheduling 
tool developed by Kansas State 
University. Technical assistance 
helped them optimize the new 
systems, and data was collected 
every step of the way.

“There are practices in farming 
that are very beneficial, 
but the initial costs can be 
expensive,” explains Luke. “This 
program allowed us to make 
improvements that we would 
have had a hard time affording 
otherwise.”

In addition to the cost-sharing, 
the Schroeders also received 

frequent visits from Lee Wheeler, 
an agricultural engineer, to 
answer questions and help with 
mechanical repairs.

“Lee has been a great resource for 
Luke,” says Megan. “They worked 
together to fix pressure problems 
on the system, water pattern 
problems and more.” 

Like tuning up your car, each 
repair improves water efficiency. 
But trust in new technology—and 
a willingness to deviate from 
long-standing farming practices—
takes time. 

“We heard from many farmers 
that they disregard studies or 
data from different geographic 
areas,” says Heidi Mehl, TNC’s 
director of water and agriculture 
in Kansas. “They can’t be sure 
whether it will work the same 
way for them.”

If producers are looking 
for visible proof that new 
technologies are suitable for their 
particular location and crops, the 
best source of that proof is often a 
neighbor’s field.

“You can see the difference from 
last year to this year. I was a 
little hesitant at first, but after 
seeing the benefits, I am on 
board 100%,” says Megan. “This 
program is a great tool for all 
parties to see what improvements 
we can make to ensure we make 
responsible decisions with our 
water.”

Results from the three-year 
farm trials showed that the 
technology can help save water, 
but it ultimately depends on 
how people use it. TNC hopes to 
expand the project to reach more 
farmers and realize greater water 
savings next year.

Photo courtesy the Schroeder Family
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Grassland Stewardship Program
Will Soon Span the State
 
In 2023, The Nature Conservancy supported improved management on 
more than 15,000 acres of land with conservation easements in the Flint 
Hills, including treating invasive sericea lespedeza, removing trees and 
developing grazing and prescribed burn plans. Next year, the program will 
expand to include all 41 (and counting!) TNC easements across the state.

When landowners grant a conservation 
easement, they voluntarily sell or donate certain 
rights associated with their property, often the 
right to plow, subdivide or develop. At the same 
time, a private land trust or public agency agrees 
to hold the right to enforce the landowner’s 
promise not to exercise those rights. In essence, 
the rights are forfeited and no longer exist. The 
land trust must then annually monitor each 
easement to guarantee that the easement terms 
are upheld. 
 
A conservation easement selectively targets 
only those rights necessary to protect specific 

conservation values, such as habitat for grassland 
birds, water quality and migration routes, and 
each easement is individually tailored to the 
property. Because the land remains in private 
ownership, with the remainder of the rights 
intact, an easement property continues to provide 
economic benefits for the area in the form of jobs, 
economic activity and property taxes.

 Protecting land with a conservation easement 
is an important step (and a huge conservation 
win!), but the day-to-day management of the 
property enormously impacts the conservation 
values. Most of the time, it’s difficult—if not 

impossible—to include detailed management 
prescriptions in a conservation easement that 
will stand the test of time. Take, for example, an 
easement on tallgrass prairie in the Flint Hills. 
There are too many unpredictable variables: 
rainfall and drought, price fluctuations for cattle, 
the changing climate, extreme weather events, 
increasing threats from invasive species and more 
all play monumental roles in how the land will be 
stewarded. Land managers need the freedom to 
adapt to changing conditions while still adhering 
to the broad conservation goals of the easement.

 
“It seems like once an easement goes on, we 
forget about it and move on to the next piece of 
land,” says Bill Sproul, a rancher in the Kansas 
Flint Hills. “Sericea lespedeza and Old World 
bluestem don’t know there’s an easement on it, 
and they don’t care either.”

 TNC recognized this problem and launched 
a program in 2021 to provide landowners 
who had already protected their land with 
additional resources to adopt conservation land 
management practices. For three years, this 
Conservation Easement Stewardship Initiative 
has focused on the Flint Hills but will soon cover 
all TNC easements across the state. 

Paula Matile, who has been monitoring The 
Nature Conservancy’s conservation easements 
since 2006, also leads the stewardship effort. 
Because she is brought in at the beginning of the 

easement process and then returns to monitor 
each property, she sees first-hand the challenges 
landowners face, like the spread of the invasive 
plant sericea lespedeza and eastern red cedar. 
If she sees an issue on an easement property, it 
might not violate the easement, but it could be 
a serious threat to the conservation values. She 
can now follow up to provide the landowner with 
additional technical support and resources. 

 “It’s always been a long-term commitment by the 
landowner, but being a good steward is getting
 

harder and harder,” explains Matile. “My priority 
right now is helping people manage invasive 
species.”  

 Matile and TNC can also help new landowners 
of properties with conservation easements. 
Conservation easements are perpetual; they 
never end. When someone buys land encumbered 
with a conservation easement, they know about 
it upfront from a simple title search. Still, the 
new owners may not have the same conservation 
vision as those who originally granted the 
easement, and that’s where TNC can help. 
 
“The Nature Conservancy is building a long-term 
relationship with the land,” says Matile. “We 
can’t just protect the land with a conservation 
easement then ignore the conservation values. 
We’re obligated to see this through.”
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Conservation Easement

A conservation easement is 
a voluntary, legal agreement 
between landowners and 
qualified conservation 
organizations. Conservation 
easements limit certain types 
of uses or prevent development 
from taking place on the land 
in perpetuity while the land 
remains in private hands. A 
conservation easement is legally 
binding, whether the property is 
sold or passed on to heirs.
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The Nature Conservancy is building 
a long-term relationship with the 
land. We can’t just protect the land 
with a conservation easement then 
ignore the conservation values. We’re 
obligated to see this through.”

“

PAULA MATILE
Conservation Easement Stewardship Initiative Manager©
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control, and by creating four 
human-made lakes, they also 
provided thousands of acres for 
public recreation, from boating 
and swimming to hunting and 
fishing. 

But damming rivers alters their 
flow. A natural flow pattern has 
both high and low water cycles, 
fast-moving currents and slow 
trickles, occasional floods, and 
more variability throughout the 
year. Dam-altered flows generally 
move the same volume of water 
in a predictable, steady fashion. 
Environmental flow plans, which 
are developed for every dam in 
the Sustainable River Program, 
provide guidelines for reservoir 
releases to reintroduce some of 
the natural flow variability into 
the river downstream. These 
flows are designed to benefit 
fish spawning cycles, freshwater 
mussels, sandbar-nesting birds, 
and other components of the 
river ecosystem.

Environmental pool management 
is a relatively new approach 
implemented at just three other 
Sustainable Rivers Program 
sites—two in Missouri and one in 
Iowa. Environmental pool plans 
describe deliberate conservation 
actions within the reservoir, 
addressing more than just the 
flow of the river downstream. 

For example, lowering the 
water level in the spring has 
multiple benefits: it stimulates 
seed germination for aquatic 
plants; improves aquatic plant 
and animal diversity; and helps 
prevent harmful algae blooms 
along with other ecological and 
environmental benefits. Raising 
water level at key times increases 
water flow to nearby wetlands 
that provide habitat for migrating 
shorebirds and waterfowl. 
Next steps for the Kansas River 
system are to incorporate Perry 
and Tuttle Creek lakes into the 
project and investigate additional 
strategies to address excess 
nutrients and climate resiliency 
before implementing the 
comprehensive plan.

So, what does the plan prescribe? 
No single prescription 
will support all ecological 
communities, including humans. 
Developing a plan requires 
complex analysis and balancing 
of competing needs. For example, 
lowering reservoir water levels 
in the spring helps ensure 
walleye have access to the rock 
and rubble where they spawn 
near the dam. These releases 
also allow more water to flow 
into the river downstream and 
cue spawning for native river 
fish. Other times of the year, 
exposing shallow areas invites 

shorebirds and waterfowl to 
feed on macroinvertebrates like 
worms and insects hidden in 
the mud. Sometimes ecological 
needs for species in the reservoir 
compete with those in the river 
downstream. Keeping water 
levels high in the winter provides 
stability for hibernating animals 
like beavers and muskrats—but 
could mean less habitat for 
migrating whooping cranes. 
Environmental pool plans aren’t 
static and, for the Kansas River, 
likely won’t look the same every 
year. Management decisions 
will be made based on changing 
conditions, like wet years vs. dry 
years, and can target different 
ecological needs year-to-year. 

Environmental pool plans are 
developed within the constraints 
of authorized purposes of the 
reservoirs, water rights, and 
other human use requirements 
and in collaboration with 
stakeholders. We are grateful to 
everyone who participated in 
this initial planning phase for 
their interest and contribution 
to improving the health of 
the Kansas River system. The 
extensive contributions and 
collaboration efforts from various 
agencies and individuals are 
integral to the effort now and 
for future coordination and 
implementation efforts.
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Bald eagle at Milford Lake © Acorns Resort via Flickr (CC by 2.0)

The environmental pool 
management recommendations 
are the latest development in a 
partnership designed to improve 
the health and life of the Kansas 
River. TNC and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers—the largest 
water manager in the nation—
launched a collaborative effort 
to find more sustainable ways to 
manage river infrastructure to 

optimize benefits for people and 
nature in 2002. Now known as 
the Sustainable Rivers Program, 
this collaboration has grown from 
eight rivers in 2002 to 44 rivers in 
2022, influencing 12,079 miles of 
U.S. waterways and including 90 
associated reservoirs and dams. 
The Kansas River was added to 
the Sustainable Rivers Program 
in 2018. 

Milford Lake, near Junction City, 
and Harlan County Lake, along 
the Kansas-Nebraska state line, 
were formed by impounding the 
Republican River. Kanopolis Lake 
in central Kansas was created 
from the Smoky Hill River and 
Wilson Lake to the west from the 
Saline River. USACE originally 
constructed all four reservoirs 
with the primary purpose of flood 

Small Changes in Lake Management, 
Big Benefits for Fish and Birds 
Late this year, The Nature Conservancy and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
developed a set of strategies to adjust water levels in four freshwater 
reservoirs located on tributaries to the Kansas River. Coined “environmental 
pool management” this approach to lake management generates benefits 
to the whole river ecosystem. Shared goals for Wilson, Kanopolis, Milford 
and Harlan County lakes include supporting the life cycles of fish and bird 
species found along the river. They are also all located in the Central Flyway, 
the path migrating shorebirds and waterfowl follow throughout much of the 
interior United States.

Is it a Reservoir or a Lake?

Reservoirs are lakes that are intentionally created by people. In some ways, they function much the same 
as naturally formed lakes—you can swim, fish and boat on many reservoirs, and they often have lake in 
their names. But when rivers are dammed to create reservoirs, it alters the ecosystem of the river. The 
Sustainable Rivers Program provides the opportunity to modernize river infrastructure and improve river 
health.



A Greenway Vision  
for the Blue River
The Nature Conservancy teamed up with researchers 
at Kansas State University to assess and quantify 
the ecosystem services the Blue River currently 
provides and what it could deliver if we turned to 
green infrastructure, protecting the headwaters and 
restoring the stream corridor. The report showed this 
wouldn’t just help nature—it makes economic sense, 
too. Moving from analysis into action is all part of the 
Blue River Greenway Vision. This century-old idea 
has new life thanks to the numerous municipal and 
not-for-profit partners collaborating to fully protect, 
connect and restore the Blue River Greenway. 

Three main tributaries converge 
to form the Blue River in 
Johnson County, Kansas—Wolf 
Creek, Coffee Creek and Camp 
Branch. The river then flows 
40 miles through 20 cities, five 
counties and two states before 
joining the Missouri River near 
Independence, Missouri.
 
The river used to be surrounded 
by rich woodlands and other 
vegetation that absorbed 
rainwater, shaded the river 
channel and protected it from 
erosion. But as the Kansas City 
metro area grew, the Blue River 
lost much of its surrounding 
ecosystem to urban development, 
concrete channels and eroded 
banks. Straightened river channels 
and increased runoff from 
surrounding pavement, roofs and 
roads have caused devastating 
floods, resulting in millions of 

dollars in avoidable damage and 
lost homes and businesses.

TNC has been protecting 
land around the Blue River’s 
headwaters with conservation 
easements since the 1990s. Since 
2017, TNC has partnered with the 
Heartland Conservation Alliance 
and other groups to protect, 
connect and restore the Blue River 
watershed and its urban green 
spaces. 
 
“Heartland Conservation 
Alliance is a crucial partner for 
us. The Nature Conservancy 
brings decades of land protection 
experience and a grounding in 
science to the Blue River,” says 
Heidi Mehl, TNC’s director of 
water and agriculture in Kansas. 
“We knew that continued land 
protection was one of the most 
important things TNC can do for 

the Blue River. We’re now looking 
more closely at what restoration of 
the entire riparian corridor could 
do for the river and the Kansas 
City metro.”

Late last year, researchers at 
Kansas State University completed 
an analysis commissioned by 
TNC to quantify the ecosystem 
services provided by the Blue 
River. Ecosystem services are 
the benefits that people get from 
healthy ecosystems like clean 
water and flood control. So, what 
is that worth when it comes to 
the Blue River? The flood control 
benefits of maintaining and 
restoring a 150-foot-wide riparian 
buffer on each side of the Blue 
River are valued at up to $12,320 
per acre, per year. The same buffer 
would improve water quality by 
reducing phosphorus, nitrogen 
and sediment loads by as much as 
500%. The value of that level of 
water quality regulation is $1,850 
per acre, per year. 
 
TNC and the Heartland 
Conservation Alliance took 
this information and much 
more to develop the Blue River 
Greenway Vision and a strategy 
for implementation. A greenway is 

a path through undeveloped land 
near an urban area and is managed 
for environmental protection 
and recreation. The shared vision 
of many partners is that the 
Blue River Greenway will be the 
backbone of a healthy, prosperous, 
connected and resilient region. 
Numerous municipal and not-for-
profit partners are collaborating to 
fully protect, connect and restore 
the greenway from the Overland 
Park Arboretum in suburban 
Johnson County, Kansas, to 
Corrington Park in urban Kansas 
City, Missouri, near the confluence 
of the Blue and Missouri Rivers. 
The project builds on the existing 
network of public lands and trails, 
identifying gaps and opportunities 
to secure land and public access, 
protect and enhance habitat and 
fully connect trails.
 
“The concept of the Blue River 
Greenway dates back to the 
early 1900s,” says Scott Schulte, 
board member for Heartland 
Conservation Alliance. “Countless 
partners have been working for 
years to protect and restore the 
Blue River watershed. We want to 
go back and finish the job.” 

Riparian Corridor 

A riparian corridor is the land 
and vegetation that lines a river 
or other natural body of water 
along with the stream channel 
itself. The plants and soils of 
a riparian corridor are often 
different than are found in the 
broader surrounding ecosystem. 

Ecosystem Services
 
Ecosystem services are the 
benefits that ecosystems 
provide to people. Blue River 
ecosystem services are things 
like controlling floods, filtering 
water, providing aquatic habitat 
for fish and keeping carbon 
locked in vegetation instead of 
releasing it into the atmosphere.
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providing technical advisory services, conservation 
planning support, and financial incentives to implement 
effective range management and other conservation 
practices in their operations. It’s all designed to kickstart 
a positive feedback loop between land stewardship 
and ranching profitability. Once the Generational 
Grasslands reach the scale to sustain ecological function 
and biodiversity over time, around 200,000 acres, 
then attention can shift to the next place with similar 
potential. 

“Being strategic about where we target conservation 
efforts is essential,” says Matt Bain, who leads the 
Generational Grasslands work for TNC. “This is not just 
any conservation in any place. We’re targeting regions 
with exceptional, at-risk biodiversity and natural 
resources. In the end, lesser prairie-chicken and other 
grassland birds will have better habitat and these lands 
will be more resilient to future drought. We’ll also see 
benefits called “ecosystem services” like carbon being 
stored underground in soil and cleaner water.”

It’s all part of TNC’s Southern High Plains Initiative, 
aiming to conserve a network of lands and waters 
spanning 71 million acres in Colorado, Kansas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas to boost climate resilience, 
preserve biodiversity and support sustainable rural 
communities. The first two Generational Grasslands 
projects are both based primarily in Kansas. In the 
Chalk Bluffs of northwestern Kansas, the work focuses 
on protecting remnant tracts of prairie, restoring crop 
fields back to native prairie plant species, and improving 
drought resilience. In the Red Hills of south-central 
Kansas (and extending into Oklahoma), one of the 
highest priorities is controlling the rapid spread of 
eastern red cedar trees. This year, landowners in both 
locations enrolled a combined 33,937 acres for enhanced 
management before funding ran out for the year.

“Visiting with landowners to hear the stories about their 
land is a special privilege I get by working in conservation 
that I didn’t anticipate when I started,” says Mason 
Scheetz, a grassland specialist in the Chalk Bluffs. “This 
past year I worked with numerous producers to help 
match them with programs that fit their operation, many 
who didn’t even know those programs existed.”

Focused Conservation for 
Resilient Wildlife and Ranching
Landowners pledge to improve nearly 34,000 acres of mixed-grass and 
shortgrass prairie in Kansas to establish core areas of healthy grasslands 
that support wildlife and the local ranching economy. Dubbed Generational 
Grasslands, these landscapes are some of the last remaining places where 
targeted conservation can outpace threats to grasslands at a meaningful 
scale. 

As many little houses were erected on the prairie—
and homesteaders made their living on the range—
Kansas prairie suffered a less romantic fate. Much 
of the grasslands here have been plowed under and 
converted to cropland. In some places, invasive 
trees and other plants are taking over. Not enough 
water is a constant threat. What prairie does 
remain today is stewarded by ranchers who rely on 
a healthy prairie to sustain their livestock, just as 
the prairie relies on the natural processes of grazing 
and burning. Here, cattle have largely replaced 
the bison and elk that once roamed the region and 
partnerships with ranchers are the key to large-
scale grassland conservation.

With the Generational Grasslands approach, 
The Nature Conservancy is building on a long 
history of protecting special places and helping 
nearby landowners improve rangeland and 
forage management to improve habitat for 
wildlife. These focal areas of voluntary, incentive-
based conservation include a foundation of 
permanent protection surrounded by more land 
where ranchers formally commit to increasing 
grassland resilience and habitat. Think of it like a 
bullseye: core areas of protected land that can’t be 
converted—like a TNC preserve or ranch protected 
with a conservation easement—anchor a larger area 
of improved management. Grassland specialists 
meet with ranchers to talk through their options, 

Generational Grassland

Generational Grasslands are a 
places of focused collaboration 
with producers and communities 
to uphold a way of life that 
provides critical ecological goods 
and services for generations 
to come. These are core areas 
of permanent conservation 
(~50k acres) surrounded by a 
larger landscape (~150k acres) 
where producers are increasing 
grassland resilience. All lands 
remain viable working lands.

Why Cattle?

Every species plays a role in an ecosystem. 
For grasslands, grazing by animals like bison, 
elk and pronghorn helps keep the prairie, 
well, prairie. They eat grasses that might 
otherwise dominate the landscape, giving 
numerous other plant species a chance to 
thrive—plants like milkweed that pollinators 
need to survive. Grazing animals can create 
areas of short vegetation required by some 
birds, like horned lark. The areas they don’t 
graze can become dense thatch that provides 
cover for nesting birds like prairie-chickens. 
Without key ecological processes like grazing 
and fire, invasive species can overrun prairie or 
eventually turn it into a forest. 

Prairies are important ecological systems 
not only for their critical wildlife habitats 
but they are also valued for their agricultural 
productivity. Prairies need grazing and 
domestic livestock need places to graze. The 
modern reality is that, where grasslands remain 
in North America, it’s because they have been 
grazed by cattle rather than plowed for crops or 
otherwise developed. Ranching protected the 
prairie, but ranchers now face the challenges 
of responsibly managing an ecosystem that 
others took for granted. Working with the 
ranchers who steward the last of the prairie 
here is the only path toward conservation 
success in grasslands.
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Crucial funding for Generational Grasslands was contributed by the Bobolink 
Foundation, Kansas Governor’s Ringneck Classic, National Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation, Walmart Foundation, and USDA.
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Create Your Own 
Conservation 
Legacy.
What better legacy is there to 
leave than your commitment 
to protecting the Earth for 
future generations? Whether 
you are taking the first steps 
toward planning your estate or 
are in the process of updating 
your estate plan, The Nature 
Conservancy is here to help. 

Contact The Nature 
Conservancy in Kansas today.

(785) 233-4400

katie.roby@tnc.org

nature.org/legacy

Where did your appreciation 
for nature originate?

Nature has been a part of our 
lives since our earliest memories. 
Greg grew up on a family farm 
in northeastern Kansas. I grew 
up on the banks of Hogshooter 
Creek in northeast Oklahoma. 
Although we both loved being 
outdoors as kids, we didn’t 
appreciate the significance until 
later years of life. First, you 
begin to realize how your body 
and mind crave nature and the 
sense of peace it provides, how it 
played such a formative role in 
childhood, and how it centers you 
as an adult today. Then, just as 
that true gratefulness develops, 
you wake up and grasp the sheer 
fragility of the ecosystem and 
the ultimate permanence of land 
that is lost to development. Loss 
of land represents two deaths— 
obviously the environment itself 
but also the lost opportunity for 
future generations to live the 
way we always have, in step with 
nature. 

Do you have a favorite Nature 
Conservancy preserve or 
project?

Our first inclination would be to 
say Little Jerusalem Badlands 

State Park or the Tallgrass 
Prairie National Preserve. But 
as I have learned more about 
TNC and how it works, my 
favorite project is actually the 
TNC approach. I am impressed 
with the truly collaborative 
and regional mindset of TNC 
here in Kansas. Nature doesn’t 
have man-made boundaries 
or egos, so neither should 
conservation work. TNC also 
has a thoughtful, strategic, 
long-game vision. I appreciate 
the way TNC acknowledges that 
people see land in different ways, 
but it seeks to find common 
ground and views everyone as a 
potential partner rather than an 
immediate adversary. Growing 
up rural and now living rural, that 
mindset of meeting in the middle 
is particularly important. Most 
people want the next generation 
to have access to nature. I think 
TNC has the right approach in 
helping everyone work toward 
that vision, regardless of where 
they live or their political 
affiliation. 

What advice would you give 
to the next generation of 
conservationists?
 
Do not let the enormity of the 
problem dwarf your desire to 

help. 
Hopelessness gives birth 
to apathy, and, as the great Jane 
Goodall said, “the greatest danger 
to our future is apathy.” There 
are many big-name funders out 
there, and thank goodness, but 
I believe that the small givers 
have the greatest potential to 
change hearts and minds. After 
all, we have the most power and 
influence among our family, 
friends and co-workers. TNC’s 
magazine and annual reports 
can be wonderful conversation 
starters. More than once, I have 
mailed a clipping to someone 
with the note, “Hey, thought 
you’d find this interesting.” I 
don’t have to pressure or openly 
advocate. The message and 
photos do it for me. So, one piece 
of advice is to give what you can, 
no matter how small. My second 
is to share the joy of why you are 
giving and let organizations like 
TNC do the rest. 

How did you determine a 
bequest was right for you?

We are not wealthy people 
with unlimited resources. We 
considered what we could do 
now, what we could do in the 
future while still alive, and 

Meet Legacy Donors 
Elizabeth & Greg Burger
The Nature Conservancy’s donors are a dedicated and inspiring group 
of people who ensure our conservation work gets done. Many of 
them, like Elizabeth Burger and her husband Greg, have enhanced 
their giving by making a planned gift, such as a bequest, a gift that 
pays income or a gift of appreciated securities. 

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY CANNOT RENDER 
TAX OR LEGAL ADVICE. PLEASE CONSULT YOUR 

FINANCIAL ADVISOR BEFORE MAKING A GIFT. 

BARRED OWL © SIMMIE ISSENBERG/
TNC PHOTO CONTEST 2019

We consider this bequest to be our 
final love letter to nature, thanking it 
for everything it provided while we 
were here.” 

“

what we could do when we 
are gone. We currently give an 
annual gift through our donor-
advised fund and fully expect 
this amount to grow larger 
as we grow older. But we also 
have TNC written into our 
will. We consider this bequest 
our final love letter to nature, 
thanking it for everything it 
provided while we were here. 
Our method might not be right 
for everyone, but we are both 
financially conservative savers 
with a strong sense of delayed 
gratification. The combination 
of annual giving and a bequest 
gift allows us to contribute now 
and in the future.

What do you hope your 
legacy will be?

Although our personal land 
project is not connected to 
TNC, it is aligned in spirit. For 
the past five years, we have 
saved every cent we can to 
purchase undeveloped land 
adjacent to our piece of wild 
heaven in northwest Douglas 
County. Initially, we just wanted 
to expand the perimeters for 
privacy, but somehow, that 
morphed into the powerful 
desire to conserve every inch of 
open space for the benefit of the 

birds, bees, flowers and fauna. 
Some of the land we purchased 
was unfortunately (and 
literally) trashed by previous 
human owners, so we have 
many years of expensive clean-
up ahead. But the ultimate goal 
is to determine how to best 
preserve this land in perpetuity, 
with appropriate public access 
via sustainable trails.  
 
We look to and support TNC for 
its big-picture vision of saving 
important natural spaces in 
Kansas and the region, and we 
remain grateful for their work 
and the incredibly smart and 
dedicated people. But we also 
treasure the opportunity to 
save a bit of wild places, literally 
in our backyard, knowing that 
nature is not just majestic 
mountains and sweeping 
savannahs. Nature is also 
that small bit of undeveloped 
land that gives our amazing 
ecosystem one more step 
toward survival. We hope our 
humble attempts will inspire 
similar endeavors in others. 
When I see that favorite barred 
owl returning year after year, I 
am filled with a sense of peace, 
knowing we did everything we 
could for her. 

ELIZABETH BURGER
TNC Donor
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FLINT
HILLS

HIGH PLAINS
CHALK BLUFFS

GREAT BEND
SAND PRAIRIE

RED HILLS

SMOKY VALLEY RANCH In 2022, Smoky Valley Ranch 
experienced the worst drought in recorded history and 
received just 6.5 inches of rain for the entire year—less 
than a third of the average yearly rainfall. Thankfully, 2023 
brought above-average rainfall all summer and the grass is 
back to growing. This is particularly good news for 770 acres 
in the center of the ranch where TNC has been restoring 
cropland back to mixed-grass prairie using a diverse seed 
mix that benefits monarch butterflies and other native 
pollinators. Wildflowers like showy milkweed, dotted 
gayfeather, and heath aster joined grasses like sideoats 
grama to provide habitat for butterflies during their breeding 
and migration cycles. This restoration also supplied the 
opportunity for students at Fort Hays State University to 
study soil and climatic variables in semi-arid landscapes and 
pollinators using the newly restored rangeland. 

CHEYENNE BOTTOMS PRESERVE The origins of the 41,000-acre natural land sink known as 
Cheyenne Bottoms in Barton County, Kansas aren’t fully known, though theories suggest stream 
erosion, dissolution of underlying salt beds and prehistoric land changes. We do know that, once 
formed, water flowed into the basin from Blood Creek in the northwest and Deception Creek to 
the north. This area is where TNC owns and manages nearly 8,000 acres as Cheyenne Bottoms 
Preserve. (The nearly 20,000-acre Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Area in the southeast portion of 
the basin is owned and managed by Kansas Department of Wildlife & Parks.) In the summer of 
2023, TNC began restoring a creek channel on the preserve that had been cut off from the main 
channel of Blood Creek. Prior to TNC ownership, this waterway had been purposely filled with soil 
so that the land could be cultivated. Thorny locust trees that lined the old creek channel have been 
removed. Up next is digging out the creek channel so that it can hold more water and for longer. It 
will take two years to complete the restoration, but, in the end, the long winding wetland basin will 
return to historic conditions. 

FLINT HILLS TALLGRASS PRAIRIE PRESERVE 
For the first time in 50 years, the Flint Hills 
Tallgrass Prairie Preserve in Cassoday, Kansas 
is open to the public. Enjoy a leisurely half-mile 
stroll to the South Fork Cottonwood River or hike 
the 2.5-mile and 4-mile trails. Access is limited 
to the marked hiking trails within the fenced 
pasture during daylight hours. This TNC property 
is located 30 miles south of Tallgrass Prairie 
National Preserve and is less than an hour’s drive 
from Wichita.

Leveraging Our Lands
The Nature Conservancy’s unrivaled land portfolio gives us unique and 
powerful advantages in pursuing our mission. We use our land holdings for 
many purposes: protecting biodiversity, demonstrating best management 
practices, testing innovative conservation strategies and bringing people into 
nature. Learn more, including which preserves are open for visitation, 
at nature.org/kspreserves.

KONZA BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH STATION Long-term research conducted at Konza Biological 
Research Station shows it’s hard to predict the complicated relationship between grasslands, 
rivers and “woody plants”—the hard-stemmed trees, shrubs and vines that are encroaching 
prairies everywhere. For years, the flow of water in Kings Creek on Konza has declined. 
Researchers from Kansas State University suspected that an increase in woody plants was to 
blame. In 2010, they cut all woody vegetation along a small watershed on Kings Creek, and every 
other year new trees and shrubs were cut or burned. Surprisingly, the shrubs re-sprouted more 
densely than before cutting and there was no subsequent rebound in streamflow. The study 
results suggest woody expansion is extremely difficult to reverse and can fundamentally alter 
terrestrial and aquatic habitat connections in grasslands. 

TERRACE LANE FARM Staff at Terrace 
Lane Farm in Dickinson County have 
a recipe for compost that could help 
farmers save a lot of money. This year, 
TNC built two Johnson-Su Composting 
Bioreactors to create compost 
dominated by fungi. Traditional kitchen 
compost tends to be dominated by 
bacteria, like the soil on most tilled 
land. But healthy soils teem with 
microbial life—both bacteria and 
fungi—that breaks down nutrients into 
forms that plants can absorb. Every 
year, farmers in this part of the state 
spend as much as $100 per acre on 
fertilizer to balance soil microbes. In 
the bioreactors at Terrace Lane Farm, 
worms, water and heat work together 
to break down a precise ratio of straw, 
wood chips, hay and manure, creating 
compost with thriving fungal colonies. 
In the spring, the fungi will be strained 
and mixed with water to create 
“compost tea” that will jumpstart 
microbial activity in the soil and unlock 
nutrients currently unavailable to crops 
without fertilizer. This is one of many 
strategies used at Terrace Lane Farm to 
improve soil health, water quality and 
agricultural resiliency. 
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Kansas Photo Contest Winners
This year, photos taken in Kansas and submitted to our annual global 
photo contest were also eligible for additional local prizes. More than 500 
photographers submitted 1,389 stunning pictures that captured the beauty and 
wonder of nature in Kansas. Thank you to our judging panel: Jim Richardson, 
Douglas Spale and Meleda Wegner Lowry. Congratulations to the winners!

Dale Stephens
FIRST PLACE

DANCING PRAIRIE CHICKENS Two male greater prairie-chickens dancing in Smith County, Kansas in late March after a dusting of snow. © Dale Stephens/TNC Photo Contest 2023

Bruce Hogle
SECOND PLACE

PLANNED BURN AT CHASE STATE FISHING LAKE This is the late evening on April 17, 2014 with the planned pasture burn 
creeping along the ridge of the hill at the end of the lake. The evening was cool and got downright chilly by 1:30 AM when 
we finally quit photographing. Driving back from a ranch outside Elmdale, KS, I spotted the red glow, which looked like there 
might be a chance it would be reflecting in the lake, and it was!​ © Bruce Hogle/TNC Photo Contest 2023

This photo also received an 
Honorable Mention in the global 

contest’s lands category.

Lisa Grossman
THIRD PLACE

FALL CAMPING ON THE KAW This is a drone shot of a Friends of the Kaw kayak/camp trip on a huge sandbar we call the 
Oasis, downstream from DeSoto, Kansas. The September morning fog over the river was incredible. © Lisa Grossman/TNC 
Photo Contest 2023
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The judges 
agreed that when it 

comes to prairie-chicken 
photos, this one is special. 
It has compelling action, 

elegance, grace and great 
lighting, but it’s the vibrant 

blue sky that really sets 
it apart.



KANSANS FOR CONSERVATION     21

In recent years, there has been a growing trend of states establishing dedicated funding for conservation. 
Providing this perennial opportunity for local and private entities to access state match creates a highly 
competitive edge in receiving federal funds which are at an all-time high. For example, Mississippi established 
a conservation fund in 2021 and received four times the state investment in federal and private match. Now 
that Kansas is one of the fifteen states without such a fund, we stand to fall behind many states that don’t have 
nearly the natural resources as the Sunflower State.

In 2017, a group of organizations gathered to address the growing need for dedicated funding aimed at 
conservation in Kansas. The Nature Conservancy is proud to be a founding member of the Kansans for 
Conservation coalition that has grown to 27 organizational members representing diverse sectors of the 
conservation community such as agriculture, environment and recreation. Together, we’ve joined forces to 
support a shared cause that will not only increase the health and quality of life for Kansans, but also make the 
state more competitive for federal and private funding. The coalition represents the largest and broadest policy 
effort in the history of the Kansas conservation community.

Kansans for Conservation will be introducing a bill next spring during the 2024 legislative process. The bill 
would establish a state conservation fund to support three distinct areas of conservation: working lands, 
wildlife and parks & recreation. Sign up for email updates at kansansforconservation.org to learn more 
about this effort and how you can use your voice for nature.

Kansans for Conservation Coalition 
The Nature Conservancy is excited to announce that the Kansans for 
Conservation coalition has launched a legislative initiative seeking to establish 
a state conservation fund that would provide a legacy investment into the 
natural heritage of Kansas. If successful, this initiative would provide more than 
$60 million in annual funding to working lands, parks and recreation, wildlife 
conservation, and educational programs in the state.

Matthew Gerlach

HONORABLE
MENTION

Jim Griggs

HONORABLE
MENTION

James Claassen

DOUGLAS SPALE
JUDGE’S CHOICE

James Claassen

MELEDA WEGNER LOWRY
JUDGE’S CHOICE

Phil Frigon

JIM RICHARDSON
JUDGE’S CHOICE

Mike 
Krehbiel

GLOBAL

This photo received 
second place in the global 
contest’s birds category.
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Kansas Staff
State Director
Ben Postlethwait 

Matt Bain Southern High Plains Grassland Project Manager
Natalie Busby Operations Manager
Tony Capizzo Flint Hills Initiative Manager
Karen Casebolt Associate Director of Philanthropy
Justin Cobb Government Relations Manager
Nora Cox Philanthropy Operations Manager
Sid Fleming Finance Manager, KS & NE
Chance Jacobson Terrace Lane Farm Manager 
Ana Jiménez-Omaña  Trustee Liaison & Government Relations Specialist
Kevin Luman Smoky Valley Ranch Rangeland Specialist
Tim Marshall Sustainable Grazing Lands Manager
Paula Matile Conservation Easement Stewardship Initiative Manager
Heidi Mehl, PhD Director of Water & Agriculture
Elsi Miller Great Bend Sand Prairie Assistant Manager
Laura Norian Grants Specialist, KS & NE
Brian Obermeyer Director of Land Protection & Stewardship
Robert Penner, PhD Avian Conservation Manager
Lindsey Reinarz Conservation Real Estate Manager
Katie Roby Director of Philanthropy
Justin Roemer Smoky Valley Ranch Manager 
Laura Rose Clawson Director of Marketing & Outreach
Mason Scheetz Southern High Plains Grassland Specialist
Susan Smith Operations Specialist
Jenny Trucano Muller Director of Finance & Operations, KS & NE 
Nick Walters IT Technician, KS, IA, NE, OK

Seasonal Employees 
Madilyn Gothard Cheyenne Bottoms Conservation Technician
Amanda Hollingsworth Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve Intern
Brett Koehn Grassland Conservation Intern at Smoky Valley Ranch
Emily Kovar David T. Beals III Healthy Streams for Kansas Fellow
Ryan Moon David T. Beals III Healthy Streams for Kansas Fellow
Zander Opperman Smoky Valley Ranch Conservation Steward  
Toria Robert Flint Hills Stewardship Technician
Cole Starkey Flint Hills Stewardship Technician 

Letter from the Chair
On behalf of our exceptionally capable and dedicated volunteer 
board, I am pleased to mark the completion of another busy year 
of growth and success for The Nature Conservancy in Kansas. 

We proudly welcomed our new state director, Ben Postlethwait, 
only the third state director in our 34-year history. Ben 
succeeded Rob Manes, who was appointed to lead The Nature 
Conservancy’s North America Regenerative Grazing Lands 
strategy—a well-deserved promotion. Ben joins us from a private 
sector energy company, Evergy, where he was responsible for 
conservation initiatives including carbon sequestration programs, 
water resource protection and wildlife habitat conservation. He 
also led Evergy’s Green Team, an employee volunteer group that 
worked frequently with The Nature Conservancy. Welcome, Ben!

The conservation of lands with ecological importance remains a 
key part of creating a world where both people and nature thrive. 
In 2023, The Nature Conservancy acquired one of the largest 
properties along the Arkansas River, the 10,086-acre Sandhills 
Ranch between Dodge City and Greensburg. This acquisition was 
part of our Southern High Plains Initiative, a Nature Conservancy 
collaboration to conserve grasslands across Kansas, Colorado, 
New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas. We expect more big wins to 
follow.

We also significantly increased our advocacy efforts. In February, 
trustees and staff visited with legislators in Topeka to discuss our 
conservation priorities, which included fully funding the state 
water plan. We traveled to Washington, D.C. in October to 
meet with Kansas Senators and Representatives. In November, 
we joined  the other member organizations of the Kansans for 
Conservation coalition to announce a legislative effort seeking 
dedicated state funding for conservation programs. Thirty-five 
states have such funding, and Kansas needs to join their 
ranks. Stay tuned for more.

As always, thank you for supporting The Nature 
Conservancy in Kansas and our work to conserve 
the lands and waters upon which all life depends.

Bill Lyons
Chair, Kansas Board of Trustees

Kansas Board of Trustees

Chair
William M. Lyons

Mission Hills

Vice Chair
Kelly Callen

Wichita

Bill Blessing Leawood
Debra Bolton, PhD Manhattan

William F. Bradley, Jr.  
     Overland Park 

David Dillon Mission Hills 
Gordon W. Elliott Pittsburg 

Kelly Harrison Lawrence
Richard L. Hines Erie 

Stacy Hoeme Scott City
Mary Ice Manhattan

Brian Illig Belton, MO
Jeff Kennedy Wichita

Meleda Wegner Lowry 
Arlington, VA

Barry Mayhew Mission Hills
John Mize Salina

Joan Porsch Goodland
Patty Reece Mission Hills

Charles W. Rice, PhD Manhattan
William M. Riley, Jr. 

Manhattan
R. Douglas Sebelius 

Norton
Elizabeth T. Solberg

     Kansas City
William Stueck Stilwell 

Dale Trott Lenexa
Stephanie Turner

     Oakland, CA & 
Great Bend

Tyler 
Woolfolk 
Protection



Carmody • Dan E. Carpenter 
• David L. Carpenter • 

David C. Carpenter • Peter 
& Kathleene Carreon • 

Kevin L. Carril • Robert T. 
Carroll • Donovan Carson • 
Mary Carson • Josephine A. 
Carter • Paulyn Cartwright • 
Brandon Case • Jess Caster • 
Lisa M. Castle • Catherine & 
Samuel Catt • Ian Cavanaugh 
• Lawrence M. Cavin • Cboe 
Global Markets • Margie & 
Jim Chaar • Mark & Laura 
Chall • Ron Chamberlain • 
Glen Chambers • Melinda 

S. Chambers • Lynann 
Chance & John Haase • Pris 
Chansky • David Chapman 
• Randall Chapman • Anita 
Chase • Boris Chen • Leo 

Chouinard • Ronald W. Christ 
• John & Carol Christensen 

• Lee R. Christensen • 
Jeff B. Christian • Daniel 
& Diane Church • Beth E. 

Cigler • Jerry Cindric • John 
Cita & Elizabeth Brosius • 
Gwendolyn Y. Claassen • 

Chris Claflin • Ben Clancey 
• Annette Clark • David & 
Nancy Clark • Evelyn M. 

Clark • Fritz & Jan Clark • 
George Clark • Perry L. Clark 

• Virginia M. Clark • Mark 
Clarke • Mary E. Clary • Kaye 
Cleaver • Marilyn Cleaver • 

Lorn Clement • Liz Clements 
• John A. Clough • Ali Coats 
• Barbara Coats • Stephen & 
Margie Coberley • Harry H. 
Coffman • Anthony Cohen 
• Robert & Lynne Cohen 
• Cynthia Cole • Nancy L. 
Cole • Steven & Beth Cole 
• Bert W. Coleman • Bruce 

A. Coleman • Matthew 
Coles • Robert F. Collard • 

Kelley Collins • Scott Collins 
• Phil C. Collison • Gloria 

Comfort • Kirby Commer • 
Community Foundation of 
Dickinson County • Joyce 
M. Conard • William M. 

Concidine • Steven L. Conley 
• Bruce Connelly • Jill B. 

Conner • Laurie Conner • 
Carol Connor & Donald 

Branson • Margaret Conrow 
• Tim & Lindsey Constance • 
Becky & Terry Cook • Hilary 

Cooley • Linda Cooley • 
Barbara Cooper • Barry & 
Suzanne Cooper • Susan 

Cooper • Maurice D. Copp 
• Doris E. Coppock • Tom 
Corbin • Terry & Charlene 
Corr • David B. Cory • F. 
Price Cossman Memorial 
Trust, Intrust Bank, N.A., 

trustee • Michael & Paula 
Costello • Kennett S. Cott 
• Sarah K. Couch • Moe 

Cougher • William Courtway 
• John E. Cowden • Karin 
Cowdrey • Coyne Creek 

Conservation Partnership • 
Jessica D. Crabtree • Janette 

E. Craig • Bill H. Crain • 
Jean A. Cramer • Stanley 
& Marla Craven • Michael 

Crawford • Lisa Crenshaw • 
Pamela J. Cress • Catherine 
C. Crichton-Reed • Jack & 
Kathie Crispin • Michael 
Cronan • Richard & Alisa 

Cronemeyer • Janette Cross 
• Staci Cross • Dee Crossen 
Link • Donna L. Crossley • 

Neil M. Croxton • Dorothy E. 
Crum • John C. Crute • Leah 
Cugno • Karin A. Cumming 

• Judy A. Cummings • Steve 
Current • Brooke Curry • 

Jeff Curtis • Roger & Sandra 
Cusack • Bruce E. Cutler

D
Jane L. Dalfiume • Steven 

L. Daly • Joyce Y. Damron • 
Kelly M. Danchus • Elizabeth 

& Pat Daniels • Jessica 
Daniels • Jess L. Danner • 

Sondra Daquisto • James P. 
Darnell II • David Darwin • 
Davis & Harman LLP • Ann 
Davis • Betty Davis • Bill & 

Kris Davis • Candice L. Davis 
• Evelyn L. Davis • Mike 
& Faye Davis Fund of the 

Douglas County Community 
Foundation • Gretchen M. 

Davis • Jim Davis • Steve 
& Connie Davis • Terry E. 

Davis • Judith Davis-Cole • 
Craig A. Dawson • Janet & 
Kevin Day • Rachel Deaver 
• Sharon DeBliek-Anderson 

• Decarsky Foundation • 
Phyllis V. Decker • Gail F. 

Degeer • Stephen DeHart • 
Jennifer M. Delisle • Karin 

Dembinski • Larry L. Denney 
• Raymond E. Dennis • Kay 

B. Denny • Sylvia Deslauriers 
• Jessie Despirito • Mari S. 
Detrixhe • Sara J. Deubner 

• George & Lynn Devins 
• Robert & Julie DeYoung 
• Anita D. Dick • Arthur 
R. Dick • Linda Dicken • 

David C. Dickeson • Carol 
P. Dickey • Becky Dickinson 
• Edward W. Dillingham • 
Carolyn A. Dillon • Judith 

A. Dillon • Sylvia R. Dillon • 
Sue Dindinger • June Dirks 
• Karen L. Divelbiss • John 

& Deborah Divine • Jennifer 
L. Dixon • Richard Dixon • 
Dennis L. Dobson • David 
Dodson • Kenneth Dohm 
• David & Lynn Dolinar • 
Darrell & Elaine Donahue 

• Greg Donahue • Michael 
Donnelly & Jacqueline 

MacDonald • James Doran • 
Douglas County Community 

Foundation • Joe & Vicki 
Douglas • Madeline Douglas 
• Nick & Lynn Douthat and 

RLS Illumination Fund • 
Roger L. Douthett • Charles 

Downing & Carol Fields • 
Nancy Doyle • Velma Doyle 

• Chris & Kaye Drahozal 
• Larry F. Drbal • Betty 
& William Drees • K. E. 

Drennen • John & Judith 
Drysdale • Jay Dubiel 

• Dan & Janet Dubrava 
• Leesa Duby • Debra 

Dudley • David Duerksen • 
George A. Dugger • Karen 
J. Dummermuth • Ashley 
Duncan • Kirk & Carolyn 

Duncan • Thomas A. Duncan 
• Bruce & Kathy Durkee • 

John Dutra • David L. Dvorak 
• Bill E. Dwyer • George 

Dyck • Linda Dyck 

E
Susan D. Eakins • EarthShare 
• Annabelle Eason • Janice 

J. Eberle • Mark Eberle • 
Joseph C. Ebert • Bryan 
Eck • Robert L. Eckles 
• Katherine & Gregory 
Edelblute • Elizabeth E. 
Edmonds • Robin & Joe 

Edmunds • James Eggert 
• Ben B. Eggleston • Judy 

Eggleston • Melissa Eichman 
• Jenna Eide • Leslie Eidem • 
Mary Kay & Dwight Eiserer • 
Bart & Judy Eisfelder • John 
Ellert • Bonnie J. Ellington 
• Kenneth Ellington • Gale 
Elliott • Gordon & Beverly 
Elliott • Jeff Elliott • Sara 

Ellis • Susan Elmborg • David 
B. Elson • Connie L. Emerson 

• Emporia Community 
Foundation/Kansas Park 
Fund • Sara A. Engber • 

Clyde Engert • Judith Epstein 
• Rayla & Jerry Erding • Kara 
L. Erickson • Laurel & Larry 
Erickson • Patricia Erington 
• Freddy Escobar • Sue R. 
Esrey • Larry Eubanks • 

Catherine S. Evans • Susan 
K. Evans • Susan M. Evans • 
Evergy, Inc. • Robin Everson

F
Jan Fager • Jayme Fairchild 
• Sandra K. Falen • James & 
Sara Farley • Connie Farmer 

• James Farnsworth Jr. • 
Jean N. Farrar • John Farrell 
• Kevin Fay • Sharon & Alan 

Fearey • Martha J. Fee • Tony 
& Carol Feiock • Andrew 

Feldstein • Jami L. Felver • 
Russell Ferguson • Bruce 
G. Ferris • Jon Fetterhoof 

• Ann Feyerharm • Robert 
& Katherine Fiala • Fidelity 
Charitable • Dana D. Field • 
Joe Field-Farias • Steven W. 
Fike • Janet L. Filkel • Paul 

Fingersh & Brenda Althouse 

• Bartlett J. Finney • Finnup 
Foundation • Mary Fisher • 

Nancy B. Fitzgerald • Sandra 
L. Fitzwater • Bob Fizer • 
John & Carol Fleeger • H. 
Edward Flentje • Mary W. 
Floyd • Rebecca Floyd • 

Brady Flynn • Foerster Family 
• Enell Foerster • Chris Foote 

• Patrick Forbes • Carol M. 
Foret • Mary & Chris Foret 

• William & Constance 
Fortenbaugh • Dorothy 

Foster • Richard & Annetta 
Frankel • Amy R. Franklin • 
Karen Franklin • Raymond 

& Janet Franz • Francis 
Fraundorf • Collin Freeman • 
Jo Freeman • Jason Frericks 

• Dianne L. Freyermuth • 
Charles & Diane Frickey • 

Dennis & Le Ann Friedrichs 
• Larry & Jennifer Friend • 
Donna Friesen • Gregg & 
Joanna Friesen • Harry J. 
Frieze • Anne Fritz • Julie 
Fritz • William M. Fuller • 

Dolores Furtado

G
Kelly Gaddis • Roger C. 

Gaedigk • Deanna Gaffney 
• Jack & Belinda Galle • 
Sue L. Gallion • Judith A. 

Gannon • Joanne L. Gardner 
• Susan & Kent Garlinghouse 

• Christopher Garmon • 
Glenn Garneau & Sylvie 
Rueff • John K. Garrett • 
Laverne Garrett • Mary 

Garrett • Richard Gasaway 
• Patricia Gateley • Kathryn 
& Kirkland Gates • Sherry L. 
Gatrost • Dan Gay • Debra 
M. Gehlbach • Alan & Nikki 
Geier • Larry & Carole Geier 

• Joe & Janette Gelroth • 
Mary B. George • Nathan 
George • Priscilla & Doug 
George • Judith & Thomas 

Geraghty  
• Kathleen Gerhard & Robert 
Smith • Christopher & Kelly 

Getty • Lou Ann Getz • 
Patricia Gibbons • Donald 

Gibbs • Connie Gibson   

Continued on next page....

Thank You Donors!
The Nature Conservancy’s accomplishments are only made possible by the many individuals, organizations, 
businesses, and foundations that make financial contributions to our conservation programs. We are honored 
to recognize the following donors who made contributions of $100 or more from July 1, 2022 through June 30, 
2023. Everyone listed here has ties to Kansas. Some live here, others live elsewhere and prefer their gifts be 
used for projects in Kansas. In some cases, these contributions supported conservation in other parts of the 
world. We deeply appreciate every gift and regret that space constraints prevent us from listing all donors.

A 
Anonymous (x13) • Lauren 
Aaronson & Philip Meltzer 
• Peggy A. Abbey • Sue E. 
Abel • Jim & Susie Aber • 
Matthew Abrams • Ginger 
L. Adamiak • Grace Adams 

• John & Dena Adams • 
Kimberley Adams-McDarty 

• Thomas & Ann Adrian 
• Mario Aguallo • Dennis 
J. Aguiar • Christopher D. 

Ahrens • Todd Aikins • Lauren 
Akers • Kathy E. Albers • 

Theodore Albright • Michael 
Alcock • David & Helen 

Alexander • David W. Allen • 
Jeffrey Allen • Marcia Allen 
& Horace Santry • Ward N. 

Allen • Brittnee Allerheiligen 
• Alan M. Allgeier • Rob & 

Sharon Allison • Alternative 
Gifts International • 

Christian Alvarez • American 
Endowment Foundation 
• Zach Amon • Bruce S. 
Andersen • Ron & Mary 

Anderson • Curtis & Debbie 
Anderson • Elizabeth 

Anderson • Gary & Carlene 
Anderson • Larry E. Anderson 
• Paul D. Anderson • Robert 
Anderson & Karen Schultz • 
Anthony Andresen • Henry 

Andrew • Anonymous • 
Gus & Hannah Applequist 

• Patrick Applequist • Katie 
L. Armitage • David L. 

Armstrong • Ed & Marilyn 
Armstrong • John L. Arnett 
II • Ken & Gwen Arnett • 

Adam & Abbe Aron • Celeste 
Aronoff • Ronald A. Ash • 

Thomas J. Ashley • Marilyn 
Asklund • Harold & Marie 

Asner • Dana R. Assis • 
John Atherton • Suparna 

Attavar • Paul K. Attwater 
III • Michael Atwell • David 
R. Auckly • Walter Aucott • 

Jason Auernheimer • Pamela 
S. August

B
Mary K. Babcock • Neal 

Bachman • Norena & George 
Badway • Sara G. Baer • A. 
L. & Diana Bahr • Gayle M. 

Bailey • Erik & Cassy Bailey • 
Janice Bailey • Roger Bain • 

Janet S. Baird • Pamela Baker 
• Sheryl Baker • Britni Bal • 
Richard & Emily Ballentine 

• J. Eugene Balloun • Emma 
Balsiger Foundation • David 
& Kristina Balzer • Mark & 
Trish Bandre • Tyler Banion 
• Brenda & Peter Bankart • 
James G. Banman • Mike & 

Rose Marie Barber • Philip & 
Jill Baringer • Bruce & Gerry 

Barker • Jeani Barker • Ashley 
Barks • Kathy & Paul Barnds 

• Betty Barnett & Glenn 
Haynes • Terry E. Barnett 

• Bradley & Mary Barrett • 
Robert A. Barry • Martitia 
Barsotti • Gayle & Donald 
Bartel • Helga S. Barton • 

Brent Bartram • Thomas & 
Tricia Bath • James Bauer 
• Ann Baum • G. Kenneth 
& Ann Baum Philanthropic 
Trust • Adrienne Baxter • 
Michael J. Bayouth • Craig 
& Nancy Beach • Alice L. 
Bean • Christopher Beard 

& Sandi Olsen • Mary Ann 
Beattie • Joe Beauchamp • 
Tyler Beaver • David Beck & 
Lynette Joe-Beck • Helen L. 
Beck • Lorrie Beck • Bob L. 

Becker • Robert M. Becker • 
Nancy Beckmann • Howard 
L. Bedingfield • Donald M. 
Beets • Michael F. Beets • 
John & Nancy Bell • Nancy 
Bell • Tom & Darlene Beller 

• Amber Belt • Kasey Beltz • 
Becquer Benalcazar • Donna 

& Jack Bender • Benevity 
Community Impact Fund • 

Dana Benjamin • Kenneth W. 
Bennett • Roberta Bennett 
• Trudy Bennett • David R. 
Benson • Fred R. Bentley • 
David M. Bergeron • James 
& Connie Berggren • David 

Bergman • Berry Foundation 
• Deborah & Daniel Berry 
• Nick & Denise Bertram • 
Mark Best • Jackie Beucher 
• Megan Biladeau • Larry E. 
Biles • Deborah Bingham • 
Scott & Jennifer Bingham • 
John Bird & Jo Ann Jennings 

• Lynne S. Bird • Gary J. 
Bjorge • Noreen Black • John 

Blackburn • Joe & Susan 
Blackford • Martha Blackman 
• J. C. & Elizabeth Blackmar 
• Carolyn J. Blades • Mary 
V. Blain • Melissa Blaine • 
John M. Blair • David & Liz 
Blakely • Thomas Blanshan 

• Laura M. Blasi • Rita S. 
Bleazard • Cynthia J. Bleck • 

Joan M. Bledsoe • Bill & Anne 
Blessing • Alice A. Blizzard 
• William & Carol Bloom 

• Karla K. Boaldin • Curtis 

Bock • David Bodensteiner 
• Lynne C. Bodle • Dianne 

Bolain • Nathan J. Bolls 
• Debra Bolton • Marilyn 
& Larry Bolton • Henry & 
Stephanie Bond • Richard 

& Susan Bond • Suzanne S. 
Bond • Dan & Jan Bonine • 
Paul Bontrager • Penelope 
Borax • Larry Bork & Marci 
Bauman-Bork • P.J. & Amy 
Born • Jill & Don Bostwick 
• Marlene K. Bosworth • 

Joe L. Bournonville • Doug 
Bowen • Bruce Bower • Judy 

& Tom Bowser • Melissa 
Bowyer • Patrick Boyarski 
& Betsy Morrison • Allan 
S. Boyce • Alice Boyle & 
Robert Rosenberg • John 

S. Bradley • Brad Bradley & 
Robbie Harding • Ben Bradley 

• Bruce & Linda Bradley • 
Donna Bradley • Catherine 
P. Brady • Martha Brady • 

George & Sue Brandt • Cliff & 
Janice Brandt • Greg Branson 
• James Braun • Marguerite 
H. Braun • Peggy Breedlove 
• Douglas J. Brehm • Mary 

J. Breneman • Charles & 
Rita Breusing • Bright Funds 
Foundation • Kay Brinkman 
• Stephanie Brinlee • Jayne 
Briscoe • Ruth E. Britton • 

Ramanda Brockett • Milton 
Brod • Mark J. Brodkey • 

Bob & Bunny Broeckelman 
• Andrea Brookhart • Diane 

& Terry Brown • Doris M. 
Brown • Ellen C. Brown • 

Kenneth L. Brown • Melvin 
L. Brown • Patrick & Amy 
Brown • Sheila Brubaker 

• Robin Bruce • Joan M. 
Bruderer • Emily Brueseke • 
Viola M. Brummett • Steven 
Bruner • Gerard & Cassandra 
Brungardt • Robert F. Brush 
• Eugenia L. Bryan • Rex C. 

Buchanan • Kimberly Buche • 
Carol Buchta • Mert & Connie 
Buckley • Mary V. Buehler • 
Martina Bulk • Jeanie Bundy 

• Deborah K. Burchardt 
• Penny Burdge • Janelle 

Burgardt • Elizabeth & Greg 
Burger • Cynthia A. Burgess • 
Judith Burgess • Alli Burns • 
Jay C. Burns • Ward A. Burns 
• Dean L. Burrell • Jay Burrell 
& Valdeana Vincent-Burrell 

• Nathan Burrell & Kelly 
Blandford • Linda D. Burton • 
Bill & Anna Busby • Jerry D. 
Busch Trust • Jeffry Busche 

• Warren Buss • Patricia 
L. Butin • Donna L. Butler 
• Kenneth & Jean Butler • 

Norma J. Butler • Marilyn S. 
Bynum • Wayne & Anne Byrd 

• Jane Byrnes 

C
Ruth E. Caldwell • Donna 

Callaghan • Kelly & Jon Callen 
• Roxy E. Callison • Sammy 
Calvert • Erwin M. Campbell 

• Jan Campbell & James 
Berneking • Mary Campbell • 
Robert C. Canfield II • James 
D. Cannon • Thomas & Jeri 
Cannon • Jack L. Capps • 

Yolanda C. Cardenas • Sam 
C. Cargnel • Carol A. Carley • 
Marc Carlisle • Sheila Carlson 
• Nicholas Carman • Morgan 
Carmichael • William & Deb 

LEGACY CLUB MEMBERS Names in blue have made a lasting commitment by naming The Nature Conservancy in their will or making a life-income gift.



Bryan Knight • Jim Koelliker 
• Chuck Koepke • John & 
Sharon Koepke • Karl H. 

Koepke • Vicki S. Kofender 
• Shannon E. Kohake • Jerry 

Kolb • Kurt Koles • M. C. 
Kolm • Pat Konold • Allen & 
Beth Kossoy • Linda J. Koster 
• Karen Koupal • Ian Kovach 

• Tad & Margaret Kramar 
• Sandra & Greg Kramos • 
Stan Krehbiel • Erlene W. 
Krigel • Kristina M. Kriss • 
David & Roberta Kromm • 
Robert M. Kruger • Miriam 

S. Krum • Matthew Krumlauf 
• Nanette K. Krumsick • 

Carolyn S. Kruse Foundation 
• James B. Kunz • Carolyn & 

Bruce Kusmin

L
Judith LaClaire • Jamie 

Ladner • Karen S. Laduex 
• Cynthia Lafferty • John 
Lamble • Nellie Lambley 
• Jacqueline M. Landahl • 
Kelly A. Landes • Robert L. 

Landzettel • Laura Langham 
• Judy K. Langley • Kory 

Langner • James & Helen 
Laning • Einar Larsen • 

Shannon Larsen • Larson 
Engineering Inc. • Carol & 

Tom Larson • Edward Larson 
• Cynthia J. Lash • James & 
Rebecca Lasseter • Karen 

E. Lassman • Lattner Family 
Foundation • Steve Lauer 
• Brendan R. Lawrence • 

Steve & Martha Lawrence 
• W. Thomas Lawrence • 

Linda M. Lawson • Patricia 
& Douglas Lawson • John 
C. Leatherman • John & 

Joan Leavens • Bryan LeBar 
• Justin Leck • Jean Lee • 
Tonya Leibold • Wayne G. 

Leidwanger • Carol Leighton 
• Myron & Tandy Leinwetter 

• Yoram Leitner & Cathy 
Woodring • Timothy & 

Galina Lelchuk • Robin L. 
Lemons • Esther Lerner • 

Adele B. Levi • Alice Lewis • 
James E. Lewis • LeAnne M. 

Lewis • Merrie Lewis & Mike 
Purdon • Norman & Vicki 

Lichti • Jane & Max Liggett 
• Ed & Marg Lincoln • Gary 

Lincoln • Doug Lindahl 
• Jean A. Linder • Kari 

Linder • Judith A. Lindquist 
• Carolyn D. Lindsey • 

Aaron Linscheid • David & 
Cynthia Linscheid • George 
E. Lippert • Linda L. Lips • 
Jared Lister • Joan L. Little 
• Gary Lloyd • Tina Lloyd 
• Priscilla Lo Presti • Nigel 
J. Lock • Douglas & Linda 

Lockwood • Bobbie Loeffler 
& Tim Fey • Kathleen N. Lohr 

• Marguerite V. Lohrenz • 
Whitney Lohrenz • Barbara 
Loiselle • Lonetta L. Lollar 

• Anne Longmuir • Diane & 
Don Low • Tiger Lowmaster 

• Mike Loyd • James R. 
Lynch • Sharon G. Lynch • 

Willard & Jane Lynch • Bill & 
Peggy Lyons

M
Cathy A. Maassen • Sara 

MacDonald • Joy G. 
Macherone • Ronald L. 

Maddux • Susan Maendele 
• Sue C. Maes • Erin A. 

Mahoney • Judith K. Major 
• James V. Malcolm • Frank 

J. Male • Leigh Mallinson 
• Deryck Malone • Gary 

L. Mann • Terry & Theola 
Mannell • Jeffrey & Jo 
Ellen Mapes • Rose M. 

Marcus • Mark Eisemann 
& Leslie Mark Family Fund 
of the Jewish Community 

Foundation of Greater 
Kansas City • Harvey E. 

Marken • James & Patricia 
Marlett • Richard G. Marolf 

• Jan Marsh • James & 
Eileen Marshall • Jody & E. 

Katherine Marshall • Marsha 
Marshall • Barbara & Keith 
Martin • Blanche Martin • 
Frank & Christine Martin 

• Rex & Donna Martin 
• Edmund F. Martinez • 
Janet E. Marts • Mary Jo 

Williams Charitable Trust • 
Lorraine K. Mason • Linda L. 
Mason-Hutton • Katherine 
A. Massey • Kelsie Massey 
• Jeannine C. Matthews • 
Becky Maxwell • Douglas 

R. May • Myrna May • 
William Mayberry • Toni B. 

Maycher • Timothy Mayfield 
• Barry & Cindy Mayhew • 
Storme Maynard • Susan 
F. McKinney • Steven L. 
Mccabe • Laura & Ron 

McCall • Diane E. McCallum 
• Karen & John McCulloh • 

Susan McDaneld • Monica L. 
McDaniel • G. W. McDonald 

Jr. • Katie McDonald 
• Megan McDonald • 

Carol McDowell & John 
Bottenberg • Rebecca 

McElroy • John C. McFadden 
• Anna McGill • William 
H. McGlothing • Marilyn 
McGown • Jay Mcgriff • 

John W. McGuire III • Deni 
McHenry • Charles & Joanne 

McIlwaine Foundation 
• Michelle McKain • 

Thomas & Kathryn McKee 
• William R. McKeighan 
• Nancy B. McKinzie • 

Michael McMahon • Eric 
McManaman • Craig & 
Terri McManus • Kerry 
K. McMillen • Karen L. 

McNerney • Mary L. McNiel 
• Gary & Deborah McRill 

• Deborah L. McVey • 
Gordon McWilliams • Nancy 

McWilliams • Beverly F. 
Meadows • Teresa Meals 

• Kathy M. Mears • Dianna 
& Patrick Meier • Diane C. 
Meinke • Scott Meinking • 
Roy W. Menninger • Jack 
Mercer • Robin C. Merritt 
• Jeffrey V. Meyer • Gary 
Mignano • Janis & David 
Mikesic • Beth A. Miller • 
Cheryl K. Miller • Dorothy 
L. Miller • Dusty L. Miller 

• J. E. Miller • John & Ellen 
Miller • John & Rachel Miller 

• Larry L. Miller • Mark 
D. Miller • Mark Miller & 

Julie Sager Miller • Nancy 
L. Miller • Roger A. Miller 
• Theresa M. Miller • Don 

B. Milligan • Kirsten Mills • 
Gary J. Minden • Jeannetta 
L. Miner • Teresa Minton • 
Colleen Mitchell • Joyce A. 

Mitchell • John & Karen Mize 
• Melinda Moeller • Donald 
L. Moler • Jan A. Montague 
• Beth Montelone • Walt & 

Diane Mooney • Irene Moore 
• Martin Moore & Durand 

Reiber Charitable Fund of the 
Douglas County Community 

Foundation • Nancy E. 
Moore • Owen Moore • 

Patricia A. Moore • Allison 
Mordan • Arthur R. Morford 

• Morgan Stanley • Doug 
Morgan • Kevin & Carol 

Morgan • Mary L. Morgan 
• Carroll L. Morgenson 
• Bette H. Morris • Lee 
Morris • William Morris 
& Gail Williams • John 

Morrison • David & Nancy 
Morrow • Linda L. Morse • 
Mosby Lincoln Foundation 
• Julie Moulden • Cheryl 

Mozykowski • Dan & Terry 
Mulhern • Thomas Mulligan 
• Ed & Elizabeth Mullins • 

Sandra D. Mumaw • Michael 
J. Murphy • Joyce A. Murrell 
• Elizabeth Musoke-Flores • 
Tom J. Muth • Deb Myers • 

Leslie Myers

N
Michael Nagle • Marjorie 
W. Nash • Sanford Nathan 
& Kirsten Zerger • National 

Christian Foundation 
Heartland • National Fish 
& Wildlife Foundation • 

National Philanthropic Trust 
• Starlene K. Nearhood • Dan 

A. Neely • Rhonda Nehring 
• Greg & Debra Nelson • 

Karen L. Nenow • Randy & 
Julie Newcomer • Jennifer 
Newell • Kristi Newland • 
Jane M. Nichols • Virginia 
A. Nichols • David Nicol • 
Kenneth & Gayle Nicolay 

• Carol B. Nielsen • Sara 
& Mike Niemann • Robert 
E. Nightingale • Gladys P. 

Niles • Ward & Pat Nippert 
• Miriam Nofsinger • John 

Nolan • Sandra & Stan 
Nolind • Arthur G. Nonhof 
• Kevin B. Nooney • Eric & 
Carolyn Norberg • Diana 
Norris • Saloma Norris • 
Barbara Northcutt • Gary 

E. Northwall • Champayne 
Norton • Dean Nowowiejski 
• Steven & Elizabeth Nurre 
• Linda Nussbaum • Judy D. 

Nystrom

O
Carolyn O’Malley • Berl & 
Christine Oakley • Patrick 

J. O’Connell • Sara & David 
O’Connell and What Matters 

2 Us Fund • Ed L. Odell • 
Karin U. Oelklaus • Brigid 
O’Hara & Michael Leahy • 

Marjorie O’Konski • William 
L. Old • Ellen O’Leary • 

Marty & Randolph Oliver 
• Kent Olmstead & Linda 
McKenna • Jeff & Sharon 
Olofson • Charles & Jane 

Olsen • Mark & Robin Olson 
• Nancy Y. Olson • Caroline 

Ong • James L. Orange • 
John E. Oroke • Lois Orth-

Lopes & Steve Lopes • Emily 
Osborn • David L. Ostrodka 
• John M. Oswald • Alicia 
D. O’Toole • Janet Otting 
• Orbie R. Overly • Janet 

Owczarzak • Jeremy Owings 
• Shirley M. Oyster

P
Mary Alice Pacey • David 
Paden & Janet Mosser • 

John D. Paden • Alec A. Page 
• Nitin V. Pai • Bill Pallett 
• Chris Palmer • Elizabeth 
Paris • David P. Parker • 
Dwight & Lisa Parman • 
Parmelee Foundation • 

Marie B. Parnell • Lynn L. 
Parrish • Larry Parsons • 

Roger Parsons • Thomas F. 
Patten II • Donna A. Patton 

Continued on next page....

Guy Gibson • James O. 
Gibson • Claudia D. Gies •
John H. Gilbert • Homer 
Gilson • Susan Gittinger 
• Sharon Glass • Robert 
Glazier • Kevin & Karen 
Gleason • James Glynn 
• Chester Godsy & Joni 

Johnson-Godsy • Judith A. 
Goens • Patricia Goering 

• Edward Gogol • Michael 
Gonzales • Albert Gonzalez 

• Dean & Lesa Goodell • 
Craig I. Goodman • Dennis 

Goodwin • David Thiel 
& Sarah Goodwin-Thiel • 
Charles & Dagmar Gorges 
• Joyce Gorton • Ashutosh 

Gosh • Arvin Gottlieb 
Charitable Foundation, UMB 
Bank, n.a., Trustee • Nancy 

Gowin • Sarah Graber • Tom 
Grace • Anna Graether • 

Faye Graff • Roland & Betty 
Graham Family Foundation 
• David F. Graham • David 
& Jeri Graham • Keith & 

Marilyn Graham • Mariann 
K. Graham • Dolores Granger 
• Thomas J. Grant • Debbie 
Gravenstein • Maria Graves 
• Donald W. Gray • Greater 

Kansas City Community 
Foundation • Greater Salina 

Community Foundation • 
Paula Greathouse • James 
& Janice Grebe • Hunter 

Greene • Douglas Greenwald 
• Irawati Gregory • Sandra 
H. Gregory • Anne Greitl • 
Roger Grier • Raymond W. 
Grieshaber • W. H. Griffin 
• Dave Griffith • Gretchen 
Griffith-Hughes • Sylvia 

Griggs • Kevin Groeneweg 
• Gary A. Groner • Thomas 
Gross • James R. Grossman 

• Kenneth Grotewiel & 
Jennifer Johnson • Joyce 

K. Grover • Anita T. Grow • 
GR’s Foundation • John E. 

Grummon • Mary Grunke • 
Amy & Julian Guerra • Royce 
Guhr & Marge Reeves-Guhr 
• Barbara Gunn • Ron & Pat 
Gurley • Susan H. Gurley • 

Laura Gurtler • Ellen Guthrie 

H
Janette Haak • Elinor Haas • 
Wendy Haas • Christopher 

Hafenrichter • Robert J. 
Haggerty • Sarah E. Haines • 
Debbie & Barrett Halderman 
• Karen Halderson • Aimee 
Hall • Greg A. Hall • Mark 
A. Hall • Stephen E. Hall 
• James Halstead • Mick 

Halter • Tina Hamm • Carol 
Hand • Prentice Hanes • 
Zack & Susan Hangauer 
• Jane Hanni • Sandra & 
Philip Hannon • Donald 
Hansen • Donna Hansen 
• Brian Hanzelka • Debra 

S. Harber-Dennis • Amy & 
Jeff Hargroves • Robert G. 
Harken • Beth Harlenske • 
Duane K. Harms • Ashley 
Harper • Mardee Harrell • 
Shae Harrigan • Earl Harris 
• Richard J. Harris • Kelly 
& Tanja Harrison • Tracy 
J. Harrison • Elizabeth 
Harshfield • Barbara E. 
Hart • Caverly H. Hart • 

John E. Hartman • Debbie 
A. Hartwell • John P. 

Harty • Clay Harvey & 
Patty McGivern • Mary K. 
Harwood • David Haskin • 

Patricia & Ali Hassan • Gary 
L. Hauptli • Larry Hauth • 

Michael Haverty • B. F. Hawk 
• Adam Hawley • Ryan 

Hayden • Marlene Hayes • 
John Haynes • Constance L. 
Hays • Larry Hays • Nancy 
Hays • Steve Hazel • David 

C. Headley • Constance 
Healy • John P. Healy • Susan 

G. Healzer • Anne Hedge 
• Deanna Hegedus • Tom 

Hein • Al Heineman • Jessica 
Hellings • Dianne M. Hemry 
• Randy Hendershot • Loring 
R. Henderson • Raymond R. 
Hendrick • Juliane Henne • 
David W. Henry • Elizabeth 

Henry • Ellen Henry • Kristin 
Henry • David A. Herl • 

Patricia A. Herrman • Rudy 

& Deborah Herrmann • 
Gordon & Stephanie Herron 

• David Hertlein • Marty 
Hess • Sharon L. Hettinger • 
Cheryl L. Hewitt • Gary Hicks 
• Greta Hiebert • Harvey & 
Alison Hiebert • Bill Higgins 
• Stephen D. Hight • Brett 
& Anja Hightower • Brad 

Hill • Donna Hill • Ryan Hill 
• Shirley A. Hill • Gerald L. 

Hiller • Karen A. Hiller • Dick 
& Sue Himes • Harold Hiner 

• Richard G. Hines • Rick 
& Mary Hines • Clinton R. 

Hinman • Crystal Hinman • 
Diana Hizar • Chris Hobbs 
• Kevin Hobbs • Michael 

Hockley • Anita G. Hoeme • 
Stacy & Kyle Hoeme • Jane 

& Patrick Hogan • Bruce 
Hogle • Laura & James 
Hohenbary • James R. 

Hohman • Cathy Holdsworth 
• Bennett R. Hollenberg • 

Elizabeth E. Holliday • Calen 
Hollis • Susan F. Holm • 

Harry & Virginia Holzle Fund 
of the Topeka Community 

Foundation • David H. 
Homer • Jan Hopkins • 

Barbara V. Hoppins • Jerry & 
Abby Horak • Jack K. Horner 

• Glenn & Sandra Horton-
Smith • Gary W. Hosack • 
Tabbatha Householder • 

Daniel & Martha Housholder 
• Judith Hovious • Carol D. 
Howard • John C. Howard 
• Carol M. Howe • Judith 
A. Hower • James F. Hoy 

• Emily A. Hrenchir • John 
D. Huchingson • Carolyn 
Huebner • Dan Huffman 
• Julie Huffman • Beth 
Hufford • Bill Hughes • 

Charles Hughes • Lynn Hui 
• Duane & Martha Huizenga 

• Katherine R. Hummels 
• William W. Humphrey 
III • Lewis H. Humphreys 
Charitable Trust - Bank of 

America, n.a., Trustee • Larry 
R. Hund • Janis Huntoon • 

Amy E. Hurst • Shirley Hurt 
• Susan S. Hustead • Mark 

Hutchins • Neal Hutchins 
• Hutchinson Community 

Foundation • Matthew 
Hutchinson • Kira D. 

Hutchison

I
Jason Ianacone • Mary & 
Carl Ice • Russell & Norva 
Icke • Margaret Indellicate 
• Laird & Carol Ingham • 

Michael & Bonnie Ingram • 
Scott Inman • Tedd Inman 
• Douglas Innes • Barbara 

& David Isaacson • ITC 
Holdings Corp

J
Trisha Jackson • Corliss 
& Joe Jacobs • Russell 

A. Jacobs • Alison & Eric 
Jager • Kay A. James • 

Raymond James Charitable 
Endowment Fund • Kathy 

Jansen • Tanya Jantz • 
Kenneth & Janet Janzen 
• Jamie Jarrett • Linda 

Jaynes • Sarah Jeffries • 
JELMP Charitable Fund 

at the Jewish Community 
Foundation of Greater 

Kansas City • William H. 
Jenkins • Alicia & Will 

Jennings • Richard A. Jensen 
• Rita A. Jensen • Shirley 
L. Jensen • Tricia Jester • 

Tom & Melinda Jett • Kristi 
Jewell • Jewish Community 

Foundation of Greater 
Kansas City • John Jezak • 
Joe & Anne Jezak • Doug 

Johansen • Bianca Johnson • 
Bryan & Linda Johnson • Dan 
V. Johnson • Diana Johnson • 
Donna L. Johnson • Ervalene 

M. Johnson • Howell & 
Carmen Johnson • Jessie A. 
Johnson • June E. Johnson 
• Karen Johnson • Lee & 

Carolyn Johnson • Melissa H. 
Johnson • Norma K. Johnson 

• Robert B. Johnson • 
Dorislyn P. Johnston • Ernest 
Johnston • Kelly W. Johnston 
• William Johnston • Joyce 
Jonasson • Larry J. Jones • 

Matthew Jones • Sandra L. 
Jones • Sandra L. Jones • 

Steven & Karen Jones • Terry 
& Lorraine Jones • Barbara 

Jordan • Dylan Jordan • 
Paul R. Jordan • Lee & 

Cheryl Jorgensen • Victoria 
A. Jorgensen • Jim Jorns • 

Sharon Joseph & Kevin Siek

K
Laura C. Kahl • Renee & 

Alan Kailer • Anita & Donald 
Kaiser • Becky Kaiser • Eldor 

& Delores Kaiser • Laura 
Kaiser • Daniel R. Kalal • 

Kansas Governor’s Ringneck 
Classic • Virginia Kanza • 

James & Kelly Kaplan • Carol 
C. Karlin • Elisabeth Kasckow 
• Hilary Kass • Gary & Carole 

Kaster • Ward & Donna 
Katz • Sharon Keane • Tony 
Keeler • Lauren Keene • Ray 

Keller • Howard Kelley • 
Nancy Kelley • Cindy Kemper 
& Steven Emerson • William 
T. Kemper Charitable Trust, 
UMB Bank, n.a., Trustee • 
Perry W. Kennard • Janice 
Kennedy & Brent Gordy 

• Jeff Kennedy & Patricia 
Gorham • L. Elaine Kennedy 

• Martin A. Kennedy • 
Megan M. Kennelly • Ann 

Kenney • Joan Kenny • 
Andrew Kenyon • Sharon L. 
Kessinger • Michele Kessler 
& Owen Harbison • Lesley T. 
Ketzel • Karen Kidd • Karen 
L. Killough • James E. Kilmer 
• Courtney King • Douglas 
K. King • Lucille C. King • 
Royce M. King • Sharon 

King • Phyllis J. Kingsbury • 
Ingrid Kircher Nietfeld • Julia 

M. Kirk • Matthew W. Kirk 
• Julie & Mike Kirk • Nancy 

Kirk • Jill Kirkpatrick • David 
E. Kirsch • Lina Kitson • Joni 
B. Kitzman • Dale A. Klahr 
• Darrel Kleeman • Milada 
Klimes • Carol Klopfenstein 
• Jeanne F. Klopfenstein • 

Janice Klotzbach • Stephen 
M. Knecht • Piet Knetsch • 
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Southard • Ann Spangler • 
Lyn D. Speakman • Melissa 

Spencer • Robert W. Spencer 
• Janet K. Sprecker • Keith 

A. Springer • Vincent Stabler 
• Kristie K. Stafford • E. A. 
& Mary Louise Stahl • Don 

& Karen Stallard • John 
Stambaugh • Jeanette L. 
Stamm • Gary Stangler • 
Noel & Marie Stanton • 

Katherine F. Starace • Linda 
Stark • Lois V. Starr • Janet 
Stauffer • John H. Stauffer 

• Peggy Steffel • Geena 
Steffens • Eddie & Savilla 

Stegall • Thomas & Betsey 
Stehm • Dale R. Steinhauer 

• Paul D. Stephenson • 
Timothy & Karen Stevens • 

Barbara Stewart • Constance 
& Kenneth Stewart • David 
C. Stewart • Taylor Stewart 

• Robert J. Stilley III & Stilley 
Family Fund • Cori Stites 

• Ray Stites • Stephanie & 
Greg Stollsteimer • James & 
Chong Stone • Paul E. Stoner 

• Kiefer Storrer • Mikel 
L. Stout • Harold Stover 
• Fern E. Straight • Glen 
R. Stramel • Noni Strand 
• Jane & Jack Strandberg 

Charitable Foundation - Bank 
of America, n.a. Trustee • 

Stress Busters Therapeutic 
Massage • Jane Stricker 

• Joan C. Strickler • Linda 
Strieby • Ariana Strieter • 
Eric & Ruth Stromberg • 
Myra L. Strother • Gail & 

Mark Stucky • Kathy Stucky 
• Rita J. Stucky • Bill & Bo 

Stueck and The Stueck 
Family Foundation • Thomas 
Stybr • Penelope Suleiman • 
Eliza K. Sundahl • Marshall & 
Sara Sundberg • Sunderland 

Foundation • Bill Sutton • 
Phaedra A. Svec • Svingen 

Family Trust • Susan K. 
Swaney • Julie Swank • Ellen 
E. Sward • Becky L. Swart • 
Marsa Swatzell • Daniel & 

Katherine Swenson • Susan 
Symons

T
Philip Tady • Gordon & 

Deana Talbert • Talon Group 
LLC • Dana L. Tanner • 

John P. Tanner • Patricia & 
George Taplin • Jasmyne 
Tarbert • Micheal Taylor 

• Kelly L. Taylor-Bhagat & 
Sne Bhagat • Edward S. 
Tenney Jr. • Elliott Teters 
• Doranne S. Tewell • Jon 
& Joan Thayer • Jennifer 
L. Thayer-Wood • Blair 

Thedinger • Jim Thilking • 
Sandra & Lawrence Tholen • 
A. Victoria Thomas • Cheryl 
& Charlie Thomas • Roger A. 
Thomas • Carol E. Thompson 
• Gregory & Julia Thompson 

• Gretchen L. Thompson 
• Mike E. Thompson • 

Jamie T. Thornton • Ross 
G. Tidemann • Marilyn H. 

Tilghman • Cindy Tillman • 
Charla Tilton • James E.C. 

Tinsman Revocable Trust • 
James & Elizabeth Tinsman 
• Nelson Toburen • Winona 
Toburen • Kent Tomlinson 

• Christopher M. Toomajian 
• Topeka Community 

Foundation • Theresa & 
Duane Townley • Amber 

Tracy • Stephen & Joanne 
Tramel • Patrick & Theresa 

Trapp • Sandra Trebbe • 
Laura E. Treml • Shelly 

Trewolla • David & Rita Tripp 
• Grace G. Troeh • Dale Trott 

& Vickie Trott • Linda & 
Kermit Trout • Don & Mary 

Troyer • TruHome Solutions • 
Daniel & Rosemary Tuggle • 
James Tuggle & Sherry Weir-

Tuggle • Thomas Tuggle • 
David & Betty Turner • Jan 
Turner • Monica Turner • 

Stephanie Turner & Randall 
Fleming • Austin H. Turney 

• Roy & Carolyn Turney 
• Bonnie Turvey • Taylor 

Tusken • Fred Tweet • Susan 
Twombly

U
Elizabeth & George Ulbrick • 

J. Trevor Ulbrick • UMB Bank 
• Grace Unruh • Gregory 

Unruh • LeRoy & Trish Unruh 
• Patricia Urban • John S. 

Uthoff

V
James L. Vacek • Dennis 
A. Vahsholtz • Thomas 

A. Valentine • Doug Van 
Auken • Galen & Karen 

Van Blaricum • Marjorie & 
Lynn Van Buren • Cindy Van 
Hooser • John B. Van Saun 

• Anthony Vandervoorn 
• Vanguard Charitable • 

Martha A. Vanier • Michael 
J. Vanstratton • Richard & 

Karen Varner • Sue Vartuli • 
Cheryl Veazey • Gail Vessels 

• Janet Vetter • Regis L. 
Vialle • Edwin B. Vician • Eric 
Vidoni • Julia M. Vieg • Scott 

Vincent • Mary A. Virden • 
VMware Foundation • Terry 

& Brenda Volz • Annette 
Voth & Daryl Regier

W
Faye Wagner • Alan & Debra 

Wagoner • Mary & Paul 
Wagoner • Paul & Mary 

Wagoner • Hugh T. Wagstaff 
• Jeff & Kate Wald • Jennifer 
Waldeck • Ruth A. Waldron 
• Connie J. Walker • David 
Walker • Glenna S. Walker 
• John & Kathy Walker • 
John & Deborah Walker • 
Kristen Walker • Renee F. 

Walker • Kevin Wall • Shana 
R. Wallace • Irene Walsh • 
Danny & Janeen Walters • 

Joann Walters • John & Janet 
Walters • Caitlyn Wangerin 

• Everett L. Ward • Mike 
Waring • Steven Warren & 

Eva Horn • Betty A. Waters • 
Randy Waters • Dan Watkins 
• Donald K. Watkins • Kathy 
& Aaron Watkins • Linda D. 
Watson • Anne M. Weaver 
• Oliver Weaver • Robert F. 
Weaver • Jeni & Eric Webb 

• Rhonda Weber-Hicks • 
George E. Weeks • Meleda 

Wegner Lowry & John 
Lowry • Pat V. Wegner and 
Wegner Family Foundation 
• Audrey V. Wegst • Janet 

Weiblen • Steven & Rochele 
Weilert • Robert & Paula 

Weir • Stephen K. Welborn 
• Donna & Larry Welch • 
Kathryn Welch • Connie 

Weldon • Marilyn S. Welkner 
• Linda Wellman • Alyson 
Wells • Christina Wells • 

Elizabeth Wells • Ruth Welti 
• William Welton • Eugene 
& Shirley Wendt • Kirsta D. 
Wentworth • W. Alan & Jan 
Wentz • Stephen & Randee 

Werts • Gretchen West • 
Sydney West • Thomas J. 

Westerman • David & Pam 
Western • Nick Westman • 
Phyllis G. Westover • Frank 
& Helen Wewers • Daniel J. 
Weyerts • Julie D. Wheeler • 
Stephanie Wheeler • Shayne 
Whisman • Allison W. White 
• Jeff & Amy White • Susan 

M. White • Jeff & Connie 
White • Janet G. Whitman 
• Donald O. Whittemore 
• Julia Wichers • Wichita 

Foundation • Beverly Wicker 
• Susan Wieditz • Audrey 
Wiegmann • Glenn Wiens 
• Matthew Wigginton • 

Douglas V. Wilcox • Melissa 
Wilcox • Louise & Richard 
Wild • Kevin L. Wilder • 

Mike & Linda Wildgen • John 
C. Wildin • Wildlife Disease 
Association • Karen Willey 

& Scott Eudaly • Shirley 
Williams • Betsy Williamson 
• Carol & Brad Williamson 

• Betty J. Willits • Lloyd 
& Beth Wilson • Lauren J. 
Wilson • Linda F. Wilson • 
Margaret Wilson • Marsha 

Wilson • Nan Wilson • Philip 
& Linda Wilson • Sandra C. 
Wilson • Shari L. Wilson • 
Robert Wiltshire & Linda 

Divine • Carol Wimmer • Lois 
Wimpey • Holly Winchell • 

John & Sue Wine • Carroll S. 
Winegardner • Erin Wingard 

• Greg & Dina Wingfield • 
Martin A. Winkler • Paul 

Winterman • Jean W. Wise • 
Don & Jan Wissman • James 
C. Woelfel • Leigh Wohletz • 
Susan & Ronald Wohlfarth • 
Thomas W. Wojtech • Curtis 

J. Wolf • Douglas G. Wolff 
• Monica Wolff • Larry E. 

Wolgast • Jessica M. Wolzen 
• Donald Wood • Gary C. 
Wood • Robert D. Wood 
• Thomas & Sally Wood 

Family Foundation • Tyler & 
Tara Woolfolk and Woolfolk 

Ranch • Arlene Worth • 
Mary Wray • Rudy Wrenick 
• Brandon W. Wright • Cora 

Wright • Mary E. Wright 
• Virginia A. Wulfkuhle • 

Alice & Ronald Wurtz • Gary 
Wyatt • Margaret P. Wyatt 
• William & Judith Wynne • 

Sarah Wyrick 

Y
Judith B. Yale • Jeanne Yeung 
• James D. Yoder • Jay & Lisa 
Yoder • Craig & Mary Yorke 

• Lauren R. Yoshinobu • John 
C. Youker • Clint Young

Z
David S. Zamierowski • 

Michael & Karen Zedek • 
Stephen & Kathy Zeller • 
Roger & Dorothy Zellers 
• Donna W. Ziegnhorn • 
Kathy Ziesmer • Autumn 

Zimmerman • Dan M. 
Zimmerman • Ina K. 

Zimmerman • Leslie & 
Donna Zimmerman • Melva 

J. Zimmerman • Zoglin 
Family Fund • Graham 

Zurschmiede 

We make every effort to 
ensure that our donor list 

is correct, but occasionally 
errors occur. 

If we have inadvertently left 
off your name, please accept 

our apologies and inform 
us of the mistake by calling 

(785) 233-4400.

Michael Patzer • Marsha 
Patzwald • Rhea Paulette 
• Ellen Paulsen • Sonia & 

Nathan Paulson • 
Kathleen Pearse • Judith & 
Francis Pease • Deb Peavler 
• Edgar B. Peck • Michael M. 
Peleg • Lori B. Pendergast • 

Charlie Peng 
• Jacob F. Penner • Keith & 
Sharon Penner • Michael 

Pepoon • Christina Perrin • 
Joe P. Perry • Thea Perry • 
Joan G. Peschka • Jerome 
T. Peterie • Jerry & Cheryl 
Peterie • Carol & Roger 

Peters • Lee A. Peters • Mary 
Peters • R. Scott Petersen 
• Ethel M. Peterson • Jane 
Peterson • Mark & Joyce 

Peterson • Glenn Pettengill 
& Rita Pieper • Scott 

Pettigrew • James N. Pettit 
• Bill & Cynthia Pfannenstiel 
• James Pfister • David M. 
Philbrook • Cary Phillips • 

George D. Phillips •
Jerry L. Phillips • Roderick 

S. Phillips • Bill & Linda 
Phillips • Tereasa Pickert 
• Barbara Pierce • Piersol 
Foundation, Inc. • Bill & 

Kathleen Pierson • Diana 
Pillar • Rhea C. Pimentel • 
Nora Piper-Presley • Alfred 
& Monica Pitzner • Deb Y. 
Plopa • Jan Pollet • Susan 
E. Pommerenke • Barbara 

Poole • Jane M. Pope • 
Barbara K. Poresky • Joan 

Porsch • Eileen W. Porter • 
Marla K. Porter • Robert D. 
Porter • Scott W. Porter • 

Thomas A. Porter • Paul Post 
& Kay Kelly • Eric M. Potter 
• Gary & Jo Ann Pottorff • 
Amy Potts • Daniel P. Poull 
• Dennis L. Powell • John E. 
Powers • Ramon Powers • 
Bobbie A. Pray • Diane K. 

Prellwitz • Michelle Presnell 
• Dana Preusch • Paul & 
Sheila Prince • Principal 

Financial Group Foundation, 
Inc • Jean Pringle • Karl 

Prinslow • Kirsten & David 

Provance • Kathryn B. 
Pruessner • Marjorie Pryor • 
Janis Pukach • Amy L. Puku 
• Maureen Purcell & David 
Hustead • Aman Purewal 

Q
Edward Quackenbush • John 
Quinton • Lillian M. Quiring

R
Jean E. Rader • R. Martin 
Railsback • Caryn Rains 
• Bartlett W. Ramsey • 

Duane K. Ramsey • Jimmy 
G. Ramsey • Tony Randall 
• Richard & Jo Randolph 
• Gloria Raney & Doug 

Denning • Phillip G. Rangel • 
Rachelle C. Rasing Patterson 

• Noel Rasor • Betty 
Rassette • Terry D. Ratliff • J. 
Stephen Ray • Linda S. Ray 

• Ann Readey • Jane Reagan 
• Jeanne G. Redick • Patty & 
Jerry Reece • Dana & Nancy 

Reel • Kimberly B. Reene 
• Jerry D. Rees • Connie 
S. Reese • Linda Refer • 
Camille & Gerald Reid • 

Marceta A. Reilly • Susan 
Reimer • Cathy A. Reinhardt 

• Richard S. Rempel • 
Sandra Remsberg • Valerie 
Renault • Ron & Roberta 
Renz • Linda J. Reppell 

• Alejandra Reyes • Jill I. 
Reynolds • Thad & Ashley 
Rhodes • Chuck & Sue Rice 
• Ethel & Raymond F. Rice 

Foundation • Rosemary Rich 
• Dallas & Sharon Richards 

• Daniel C. Richardson • 
Kathryn E. Richardson • Tom 

Richardson & Phoebe Orr-
Richardson • Dana & Connie 
Richman • William & Linda 

Richter • Ila J. Rickards • Joy 
K. Ricke • Beverly D. Rickman 

• Deborah Rieb • Joe Riedl 
• Wilma Rife • Bill & Erma 

Riley • Christopher M. Riley 
• The Family of Martha E. 
Killian • Kristin W. Riott • 

George R. Rishmany • Lauren 
Ritterbush & Brad Logan • 

Katherine Rivard • Bonnie 
K. Roark • Anice Robel • 

Richard & Gail Roberson • 
David Roberts • William W. 
Roberts • Susan & Gregory 
Robertson • Jon Robertus • 
Carolyn J. Robinett • Darryl 

Robinson • Malcolm & Karen 
Robinson • Reed J. Robinson 

• Sally Robinson • Nancy 
Jean & Michael Rockers • 

Ruth Rodden • Kim Roddis 
• Darrel J. Rodecap • Julie 
& Len Rodman • Harold & 

Kathy Roesler • Ben & Mary 
Rogers • Donna Rogers • 
Travis Rogers • Jeffrey L. 
Roitman • Darrel & Dee 

Rolph Family Fund at The 
Signatry • Barbara K. Roos 
• Nathan E. Root • David & 

Amy Rose • Margaret Rose • 
Fern K. Rosenberg • Penney 

Rosendale • Nancy D. Rosen-
James • John H. Ross III • 

David K. Ross • Dawn Ross • 
Rebecca A. Ross • Shari Ross 

• Elizabeth Roth • Janet & 
Stanley Roth • Nancy Roth • 
Vern Rourke • Rena K. Rouse 

• Leonore Rowe • Marilyn 
Roy • Norman & Laurie Rue • 
Virginia & Gary Ruedebusch 
• Dolores K. Ruffolo • Ron 

Ruhnke • Gretchen A. Rupert 
• Leland Russell & Mary 

Liz Jameson • Tracy & Russ 
Russo • Rebecca Rutledge 
• Leslie C. Rutschmann • 

Rick & Kim Rutter • Bonnie 
Ruzich • Rebecca A. Ryan • 

Susan F. Ryan

S
Daniel Saale • Shawn 

Sabin & Paul Barnds • Lesa 
& John Sailor • Saeedeh 

Salmanzadeh • William R. 
Saltmarsh • Karen L. Salyers 

• David R. Samuelson • 
Charles W. Sanders Jr. • 

Chris Sanders • Stephen J. 
Sanders • Jayne Sanderson 

• Sandhills, LLC • Art & 
Carolyn Sandquist • Lindsey 

Santellan • Ludy Sapp • 

Bob & Alanes Sawin • Ruth 
Sawin • Sayler Enterprises 
• Charles & Dorcas Scalet 
• Don & Janice Schaeffer • 
Jane E. Schaible • Angie & 
Gus Scharnhorst • Ronald 

N. Schaumburg • Jon I. 
Scheinman • Leo & Joy 

Schell • Janine Schenck • 
Cynthia & Robert Schendel 

• Matt A. Scherer III • 
Brenda K. Schewe • Eldon 
& Karen Schierling • Bob 
Schifferdecker • Richard 

Schindler • Stuart A. 
Schlemmer • Larry M. 

Schlosser • Anthony Schmidt 
Family Foundation • David 
E. Schmidt • Elizabeth R. 

Schmidt • Jaqueline L. 
Schmidt • John Schmidt • 

Mary E. Schmidt • Menno & 
Doris C. Schmidt Endowed 

Fund of the Hutchinson 
Community Foundation • 
Sondra L. Schmittgens • 

Diana C. Schnapp • Ashley 
E. Schneider • Greg & Linda 

Schnose • Mark Schonwetter 
• Pat Schroeder • Elizabeth 
Schulenburg • Alice Schulte 

• Scott & Leslie Schulte • 
Charles & Kari Schultz • 
Schwab Charitable Fund 
• Carolyn A. Schwab • 

Molly Schwab • AJ & Jane 
Schwartz • Roni Schwartz 
• Lois Scofield • Barbara 

Scott • F. W. Scott • Susie 
Scott • Maureen Scribner-

Read & Sullivan Read • 
Roberta G. Scritchfield • 

Roger & Lanette Scurlock 
• David Seamon • Justyn 
Sease • Richard & Martha 
Seaton • Kathleen Sebelius 
• Doug & Nancy Sebelius 
• John & Ginny Seevers • 

Scott Seirer • Larry & Susan 
Seitz • William Sells • Linda 
Semple • Marilyn Senter • 
Holly Serk & Thomas Einck 
• Donald Setser • Joseph 
& Michele Sevcik • John 

W. Severe • Janelle Sexter 
• Valetta K. Seymour • 

Herbert & Cynthia Shanks 
• Kay A. Shanks • Stuart 
& Diane Sharp • Anne 

Shaw • Michael Shaw • 
Michael H. Shaw • Douglas 

D. Sheafor • Margaret L. 
Sheen • Jill Shelley & David 
Baldwin • David E. Shelly 
• Judith Shelton • Xinglei 
Shen • Amy Sherbenou • 
John & Marny Sherman • 
Bob & Joan Sheverbush • 
Christine Shields • Eldon 
Shields • Joan Shields • 
Mary Shields • Thomas 

M. Shields • Mike & Carol 
Shimeall • C. M. Shipley • 
Scott & Debra Shmalberg 
• William E. Shoemaker • 
Karen Shotwell • Allan & 
Jill Shoup • Joanne Shoup 

• Elisabeth & Steve Shouse 
• Jeffrey R. Shugart • Ruth 
Shults & Charles Bradley 
• Alan & Phyllis Shurts • 
Mark Siebert • Signature 

Exploratory Theatre & Arts, 
Inc. • John A. Simmering • 
Simmons First Foundation 
• Danny A. Simon • Fred 

& Sharon Simpson • Mary 
Simpson • Terry A. Sinclair • 
Mark & Debra Singer • Lillian 
& Fred Six • Marilyn Sjogren 
• Sue L. Sjogren • Christen 
Skaer • Marjorie & Barry 

Skikne • Linda S. Skinner • 
Caleb Skulskie • Alex & Geri 
Slater • Robert Slemmons 
• Jane Slimon • Timothy R. 
Sloan • Frank T. Slovick • 

Bill & Kathryn Small • Kayla 
Smalley • Barrie Smith • 

Jim Smith • Kent & Sharon 
Smith • Kevin J. Smith • 

Marilyn Smith • Marilyn S. 
Smith • Mark Smith • Chris 

Smith • Roger & Janan 
Smith • Roger D. Smith • 
Tammy Smith • Travis J. 

Smith • Donald D. Snethen 
• Nancy Snyder • Betsey 

& Rick Solberg • Lowell E. 
Solien • Karen & Jeffrey 

Soller • John F. Sommerauer 
• Jeff Southard • Marylee 

LEGACY CLUB MEMBERS Names in blue have made a lasting commitment by naming The Nature Conservancy in their will or making a life-income gift.

THANK YOU continued



Realized Bequests
Thank you to the 352 Kansans who have included a gift for The Nature Conservancy in their estate plans. 
Your extraordinary commitment ensures that, together, we can build a future where nature and people 
thrive. Gifts from the estates of the following generous donors were received from July 1, 2022 through 
June 30, 2023.

Martha Brady
Joan Bruderer 
Gwendolyn Claassen 
Jean Cramer
Kay Denny
Guy Gibson 

Robert Glazier
Elinor Haas
Dorothy Miller
Carroll Morgenson
Joan Peschka 
Darrel Rodecap

© Sonja Brandt/TNC Photo Contest 2023

Have Questions About Donating?
You can feel confident that your donation in support of nature will make a difference by putting you at 
the center of critical conservation projects underway here in Kansas and all across the globe. The Nature 
Conservancy consistently receives high charity ratings from charity watchdog organizations, including the 
Better Business Bureau (BBB) Wise Giving Alliance and the American Institute of Philanthropy, as well as 
from the leading global investors services companies. 

Contact us directly at

The Nature Conservancy		  785-233-4400		  kansas@tnc.org
PO Box 4345
Topeka, KS  66604



The Nature Conservancy in Kansas
PO Box 4345
Topeka, KS 66604

Conserving the
lands and waters 
on which all life
depends.

nature.org/kansas 

785-233-4400
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